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Note from the Composer

In 1855 halfway up Lookout Mountain, south of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
Robert Cravens built himself a home on a small outcrop of level land. Because 
Craven’s house could be seen from the Bluff Furnace along the Tennessee 
River, both the Union and the Confederate armies used his house as an 
observation post and headquarters during the Civil War. On November 24, 
1863, the heaviest fighting occurred during the Battle Above the Clouds on 
that very plateau where the house was built. 10,000 Union men captured the 
house but were quickly stopped by 1,200 Confederates under the command 
of Major General Carter Stevenson. The house only suffered minor damage 
during the battle only to be destroyed later by Union soldiers. Craven rebuilt 
the house after the war. It is now a part of the Chickamauga-Chattanooga 
National Military Park and is open for visitation.

Much attention to diction is required so that your listening audience is able to 
understand the story. I hope you enjoy telling the history of this battle while 
learning and performing this song. 

About the Composer

Vicki Tucker Courtney’s classical piano background began at the age of four. 
Her extensive studies and choral accompanying while at North Texas State 
University led to a career that now includes composition and arranging for 
choirs, piano, handbells, and solo voice.

A multiple recipient of the annual ASCAP Plus Awards, Vicki currently 
writes full time, plays weekly traditional and contemporary church services, 
and tutors students of all ages in the study of the piano. She was mentored 
by Dove Award winning Mark Hayes in 2002 and published her first piece in 
2004. Vicki currently has over 250 works in publication. Visit her website at 
www.vickituckercourtney.com.
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Battle above the Clouds
for Two-part Treble Voices with Piano* 
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* Also available for TB Voices (BL754).
** The part for Optional Violin appears on pp. 15–16.
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