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Note from the Arrangers

Soon Ah Will Be Done and Wayfarin’ Stranger are staples of 19th century African-
American Spirituals. Both songs capture the essence of longing for something
more; something beyond the confines of enslavement and a drive toward
recognition as a people, a culture and humanity. Soon Ah Will Be Done speaks to
leaving behind this broken world for a better destiny. Wayfarin’ Stranger, with its
plaintive longing for reunion and home, is the cry of the human spirit for a better
place. The dark history of the times of slavery speak to the desires of all who suffer
from the chains of tyranny.

Both songs are heartfelt and have powerful messages. Certainly appropriate vocal
technique and good tone production is essential to making this arrangement great,
but the empathy and emotion with which you sing about those who struggled in the
darkest time of America is equally essential.

The round teaches part independence while maintaining strong blend. Use your
interpretive ability to make it a powerful ending to the arrangement. Sing with
passion and power!

—D. Farrell Smith and Shelley J. Smith

About the Arrangers

David Smith is Director of Choirs for Hilldale Schools in Muskogee, OK.
He has a B.A. in Music Education from Northeastern State University and an
M.A. in Theological Studies from Liberty University. Mr. Smith’s music has
been performed in many places all over the world and continues to be an active
composer. He is also currently Associate Pastor and Minister of Worship for
Immanuel Baptist Church in Muskogee. He has performed under the baton of such
notables as Lloyd Pfautsch, R. Evan Copely, and Daniel Pinkham.

Shelley Smith is a private violin instructor in Muskogee, OK, and a member of
the Oklahoma Baptist Symphony. She is also employed as a reading interventionist
for Muskogee Public Schools at Sadler Arts Academy. She has a B.A. in Music
Education from Northeastern State University. Shelley composes music, along with
her husband D. Farrell Smith, and has two sons, Derek, who is 19, and Zachary, 7.
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Bril.ee Music

BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing choral
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.

With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers:

Range appropriate — specifically for the adolescent changing voice
Moderate in length

Interesting, appealing and varied texts

Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs. The standard of
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire
to their ensembles.

Bril.ee Music
Part-by-Part

v__

Free MP3 rehearsal and accompaniments
Go to: www.Bril.eeMusic.com

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance.

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

7 E » Part-dominant recordings allow your singers to sing
along with their part while hearing the other voices
in the background.

* Full chorus recordings allow your singers to see and
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

» Professional accompaniments can be used for
rehearsal or performance.

® * Exclusively Distributed by
WL cARL Fisciti.
6180160 1190766 | lil3 www.carlfischer.com
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