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Note from the Composers

With references to explorers who braved the unknown and discovered new lands and 
countries, this piece highlights how critical it is for each of us to believe in our own 
abilities and reach for our own goals. The text of this piece may help you and your listener 
to understand that even when negative words or actions are directed our way, we have the 
capacity to move past those obstacles and accomplish great things. 

Bullying is a prevalent concern in most schools, and this song’s message is meant to 
reiterate the tremendous value each student’s life possesses. In the face of trials and 
setbacks, there must be willingness to believe in oneself and to develop and refine 
individual talents, skills and potential, so we can embrace the promise of a bright future. 

The music moves along pretty quickly, so sing this with determination and a smile. When 
you get to the chorus in m. 20, exude positivity and assurance! “There is more beyond 
where the sky meets the sea …” – what a beautiful sentiment! We can choose to overcome 
our fear, and press on into the unknown. At m. 41 where the second chorus begins, these 
words are very important so be certain your pronunciation is clear. Everyone knows the 
sting of teasing, bullying, and negativity. Mean it when you say “I’m determined to be a 
positive force.” 

As you approach the final chorus in measure 82, sing with controlled volume so you still 
have room for a crescendo to fortissimo at the end. The last two words may be spoken or 
sung, depending on your conductor’s preference. 

We hope you enjoy this song and are encouraged to be a “brave achiever” long after the 
concert is over!

— Ruth Elaine Schram and Aren Newell Williams
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