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Stephen Foster (1826-1864)
Arranged by Glenda E. Franklin

 

Ranges:

Language: English
Use: General/Festival
Time: Approx. 1:46
*Difficulty: Moderate

For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



2

BL1013

Note from the Arranger

Stephen Collins Foster (1826-1864) is often referred to as the Father of American 
Music.  At a historical time when the majority of music was either gospel or classical, 
there were few songs “of the people” known as folksongs, especially in America.

Foster was born into a middle-class family prominent in business and politics.  He was 
encouraged to pursue educational experiences but above all else, loved music.  At that 
time, it was believed that music should be kept within reasonable limits as a pleasant 
pastime, not pursued as a career.  He taught himself to play the clarinet, violin, flute 
and piano.

Within his short life of only 38 years, Foster wrote over 200 songs with his first being 
published at the age of 18.   Many of Foster’s compositions reflect life in the South, 
although he only visited once in his lifetime.  Foster sought to portray the characters in 
his compositions as real humans regardless of their social, ethnic, or economic class.  
He sought to convey that all people share the same feelings and needs for home and 
family.

Among Foster’s most famous compositions are Oh! Susannah, Camptown Races, 
Old Folks At Home, My Old Kentucky Home, Jeanie With the Light Brown 
Hair, and Beautiful Dreamer.

It is believed that Nelly Bly was the name of a servant girl who enjoyed listening to 
Foster serenade his friends at small gatherings.   The name “Nelly Bly” also appears 
in the lyrics of “Oh! Lemuel!” written by Foster.   With many of his pieces being 
melancholy and/or sad in nature, this is one of the few happy songs written by Foster.

Nelly Bly is a lively work that should be performed with a solid, full sound.  Enunciation 
should be crisp and clean allowing a mental picture to evolve of the character, Nelly 
Bly.  Don’t allow the harmony parts to overshadow the melody, which moves between 
the Tenor 1 and Tenor 2 vocal parts.   Careful use of dynamics will help with this.

Work towards a relaxed, beautiful tone quality on the higher notes, supporting them 
with good breath control.

The accompaniment will support the energy of this piece making it a fun piece for male 
voices. Enjoy!

—Glenda E. Franklin
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Words and Music by
STEPHEN C. FOSTER
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Nelly Bly
for TTB Voices with Piano
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BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing  choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

•	 Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing	
along with their part while hearing the other voices 
in the background.

•	 Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and	
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

•	 Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for	
rehearsal or performance.
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