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Note from the Composer

The African-American poet, Joseph S. Cotter, Jr., has a rich life story.   I would 
encourage each singer to study and learn about this remarkable man and his 
inspiring life.  When reading Mr. Cotter's poem "Night Wind," I was drawn to the 
image of the "slender moon" and his description of the sky around this crescent.  
The calmness and the quiet reminded me of growing up and gazing into the day 
and evening skies, dreaming.

This work should be approached with gentleness and tenderness.  Like light 
drops of rain on water, the piano accompaniment is purposefully composed to be 
simple with each note an important touch beneath the legato and harmony-rich 
vocals.   Throughout the piece, rubato should be carefully woven as the text is 
interpreted.  It's a very important part of this piece.  Some places are marked, while 
others should be designed by the director and choir.

As always, vowels are everything.   This work should allow for good vowel 
teaching with soft consonant work for young singers. 

If I could choose one word to describe this piece and your approach to learning and 
performing it, it would be "caring".

About the Composer

Originally from the “Show-Me” state of Missouri, Greg Gilpin resides in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. A graduate of Northwest Missouri State University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Vocal Music Education, K-12, Greg is a well known, ASCAP 
award-winning choral composer and arranger with hundreds of publications to his 
credit.

In demand as a conductor for choral festivals, all-district and all-state choirs, he is 
a member of NAfME and ACDA. At home, Greg is busy as a studio musician and 
producer in the recording industry.
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Tenderly, with much rubato (q = 63-66)

The Slender Moon
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for SSA Voices with Piano
Lyrics Night Winds by
JOSEPH S. COTTER, JR.

Music by
GREG GILPIN
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BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing  choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

•	 Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing	
along with their part while hearing the other voices 
in the background.

•	 Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and	
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

•	 Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for	
rehearsal or performance.
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