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Performance Notes

One of Sousa’s best known marches, Semper Fidelis, was written for the United States Marine Corps and is its official 
march. This arrangement contains all characteristics of the original but is in a more accessible key.

Proper articulation and dynamics are vital for a stirring performance. Work to maintain good balance between 
the melody and countermelodies. At m. 43 the percussion plays fortissimo with a brisk rhythm. The dynamics at m. 
51 is mf and builds gradually to ff at m. 84.

Performance Time: 3:00

About the Arranger

Andrew Balent is a leading composer and arranger of educational music with over 500 published compositions 
and arrangements for band, orchestra, chorus and instrumental ensembles. Having received over twenty-five 
ASCAP Special Awards for composition, his published works are written for all levels, but he has specialized in 
muisc for young musicians. Mr. Balent taught elementary through high school levels for thirty years in Michigan and 
received both his Bachelor and Masters degrees from the University of Michigan. Mr. Balent has been a clinician 
and guest conductor in forty-five states, as well as in Canada, Europe and South America.
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