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Performance Notes

El Palomino Noble is written in the Spanish march style known as the “paso doble.” The characterics of the piece 
are 1. a brisk   time tempo, 2. the interplay of melodies and soaring countermelodies, and 3. the use of varying 
modes, particularly the Phrygian mode (m. 104) which gives the music an unmistakable Spanish signature.

1. This composition is intended for a moderately advanced band.
2. All repeats are recommended; however, the repeat between mm. 127–142 may be omitted if endurance is an 
issue.
3. The countermelodies are doubled to expedite problems with bands whose instrumentation may not be com-
plete. Where feasible, the tenor saxophone may rest while the baritones and horns play.

Percussion
1. The contrasting section beginning at m 104, calls for a marimba. If a xylophone is substituted, be certain that 
mallets are used which will produce a tone which blends suitably with the winds.
2. Cymbal crashes should be performed on crash cymbals. A suspended cymbal crash does not have an equal 
effect. 

Thank you for choosing this composition. I hope you and your students find it enjoyable, challenging and instruc-
tive.

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland, 2009

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music education from the Peabody 
Conservatory and Towson University. During his 31 year career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he 
wrote numerous compositions for his students.

In 1994, Carl Fischer began publishing many of these classroom-tested pieces including his debut publication 
Cadets on Parade, and the 1996 best-seller Rock to the Max, Mr. Sax. In 2003, Compello’s journey from local band 
director to internationally published composer was chronicled in the prestigious Baltimore Sun. Now retired from 
teaching, Compello, continues to draw on his extensive background in music education to compose new music 
exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series, which now contains 85 of his works.
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