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Performance Notes

Canonic Fantasy begins with a slow dramatic statement of a canon structured around its harmonic progression. 
Introduced in the middle and low brass, it opens as a four-measure canon that builds in intensity as the trumpets 
enter. This section is then repeated with an embellishing obbligato line in the woodwinds ending with a strong full 
ensemble cadence.

The piece then moves into an Allegro section that is also based on the original harmonic structure and moves 
through many variations. The melodic themes and rhythmic activity found here provide continuity throughout the 
piece. At m. 39, a variation in     takes the work into a moderately paced adaptation of the canon in a major 
key. A solo horn (cued in the alto saxophone) presents the melodic focus here with interesting woodwind colors 
enhancing the harmonic activity. This section builds to a climax at m. 68 and comes to a quiet pause with the 
return of the solo melodic voice.

Canonic Fantasy continues with a short brass cadence punctuated by percussion into a return to the opening 
statement and mood, this time first presented by the woodwinds. As the brass enter and bring the section to its 
climax, the Allegro then returns. The melodic theme is elongated and fragments of the original variations are rein-
troduced.

All voices of the ensemble are active throughout as this work builds to a dramatic conclusion. Canonic Fantasy will 
be enjoyed by both performer and listener alike and is the perfect piece for both concert and contest use.  

About the Composer

Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University (Pennsylvania) and his Bachelor 
of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca College, New York. He has been a public-school music 
educator for nearly thirty years and is currently Director of Bands and Department Chair at DeWitt Middle School in 
the Ithaca City School District, where he is also the district-wide Curriculum Chair for Instrumental Music. He resides 
in Lansing, New York with his wife and four children.

Currently a member of BMI, Bill has written countless band, brass and percussion arrangements/compositions for 
groups both concert and marching throughout the United States, Japan, Canada and England, and is published 
with Carl Fischer Music, Warner Bros. Publications and Ethos Publications.
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