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Program Notes

Oscillation is a dramatic and exciting work for the advanced ensemble. The music reflects my love for engaging film
scores, despite the fact that the piece is not programatic in its construction. The piece blossoms out of the simple
opening triplet figures oscillating between three notes. | challenged myself to build a piece around this motive: creat-
ing a subsequent melody, and ultimately developing a substantial piece of music.

The opening sets the stage for the journey to follow. Splashes of color and dissonance pace this section. The main
melody, which comes out of this opening friplet figure, first appears at m. 30. The pairing of the piccolo and tuba is a
favorite one of mine and seems oddly appropriate for the dramatic tone of the music. After some engaging rhythmic
passages, further development of the melody happens at m. 50. The alto saxophones and horns dissect the melody
info fragments and engage in a game of inferplay with the timpani and percussion. Lush chords in the low voices
support this inferplay and add a sense of drama to the jaunty rhythmes.

As with most engaging film scores, some type of ostinafo is present. My ostinafo section starts at m. 64 in the low
voices. Layers of colors and interjections follow to further develop this motive until it reaches a fever pitch at m. 79. The
music fransitions back to the triplet figures at m. 98 with a heroic presentation of the melody in the frumpets. Some
more build-up leads to an expansive main melody at m. 113. The polychords should be brought out here to achieve
the most dramatic effect. The snare drum takes over as a melodic instrument at m. 123, which is a nod to the music
of William Schuman. The music builds and builds to the restating of the opening material at m. 151. The energy never
lets up from here fo the climactic ending.

About the Composer

Sean O’Loughlin (b.1972) is a fresh voice and a rising hame in the music world. His music is characterized by vibrant
rhythms, passionate melodies, and colorful scoring. Commissions from the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra highlight and showcase his diverse musical abilities. As a conductor,
he has led performances with the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Vancouver Symphony,
the Atlanta Symphony, the Baltimore Symphony, the Houston Symphony, and the Seattle Symphony amongst others.
He was the assistant conductor and arranger for a production of Sgtf. Pepper Live in Las Vegas featuring the band
Cheap Trick.

As an arranger and orchestrator, he has worked with such artists as Natalie Merchant, Chris Isaak, Feist, Blue Man
Group, Pink Martini, Brandi Carlile, Belle and Sebastian, The Decemberists, Josh Ritter, Gloria Gaynor and others. The
Los Angeles Times calls his orchestrations “...colorful” while adding “..even more dimension...” to the compositions.
Daily Variety heralds Sean’s writing as “most impressive ...” with a “wide range of coloring in the orchestra...” that “...
adds heft and rolling energy.”

Growing up in Syracuse, New York, Sean displayed a passion for music and showed musical talent at an early age.
Sean benefited from loving parents who supported his musical aspirations and challenged him to explore music as
a career. During his undergraduate years at Syracuse University, Sean’s musical career began fo take shape with the
guidance of Larry Clark. As Vice-President at Carl Fischer Music, Larry continues to be a major influence in Sean’s
professional career as mentor and friend.

Through his growing numiber of commissioned and published works, Sean is excited to continue contributing to the
rich history of orchestral and wind band literature. He is a frequent guest conductor with professional orchestras
and honor bands around the country. An annual ASCAP Special Awards winner, Sean was a composition fellow
at the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, and holds composition degrees from New England Conservatory and
Syracuse University. Sean, his wife Dena and daughter Kate reside in Los Angeles. For more information, please visit
www.seanoloughlin.com
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance
levels to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band.
Each level has been carefully designed and graded, within specific
guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band
when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in
finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it devel-
ops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles
and genres designed to meet all of your performance and teaching
needs. The Carl Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the
most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, fresh
and eminently worthy of your aftention.

Symphonic Performance Series

* Standard concert band instrumentation

* Difficulty within reason for high school groups

* Expanded percussion section, increased instrument options
* Mature pieces of high musical value

ISBN 0-8258-8514-0

98408108514

SPS50 — $95.00 Set CARL FISCHER®

SPS50F — $15.00 Full Score 65 Bleecker Street, New York, NY 10012
SPS50P — $4.00 Parts www.carlfischer.com
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