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About the Composition

It Came upon a Coventry Carol is an interesting mix of /t Came upon a Midnight Clear
and Coventry Carol. The fact that It Came upon a Midnight Clear is in a major key and
Coventry Carol is in a minor key helps to create much variety and contrast throughout the
piece. Also, the % time signature of both pieces helps to unify the work.

After a bright introduction, the work turns to the minor mode with clarinets performing a
dark theme that will return at the end of the piece. Coventry Carol is then heard as a low-
brass chorale with the clarinets continuing to enhance through an obbligato line accom-
panying the chorale. The flutes then introduce the change to major with a segment from
It Came upon a Midnight Clear. A brass chorale returns us to Coventry Carol, finalized
by a build in intensity moving back into the major key. This segment of It Came upon
a Midnight Clear transitions into a slow, dramatic chorale prelude treatment of Coventry
Carol. This uplifting section ends with a low voice transition slowing to a phrase-ending
pause (fermata). A g section follows, beginning with a drone in the lower voices and
rhythmic figures in the percussion (snare drum with snares off). This jig-feel introduces
an ornamented melody in the flutes (optional solo) built around the I/t Came upon a
Midnight Cleartheme. This grows into the entire ensemble trading melodic motives, swirl-
ing between all voices, then building back into the dramatic chorale-prelude treatment of
Coventry Carol, this time with bells and chimes added to the embellishment. Again, the
piece brings us to a pause, leading back into the clarinet motive from the beginning of the
work, bringing the composition to a thoughtful conclusion.

It Came upon a Coventry Carol is the perfect choice for any holiday program. Its serious
nature and dramatic contrasts should provide much interest for both the performers and
the audience.

About the Composer

Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University (PA)
and his Bachelor of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca College (NY).
He has been a public school music educator for over 30 years and recently retired from
the Ithaca City School District, where he was Director of Bands and Department Chair at
DeWitt Middle School as well as district-wide Curriculum Chair for Instrumental Music.

Currently a member of BMI, Bill has written countless band, brass and percussion arrange-
ments/compositions for groups both concert and marching throughout the United States,
Japan, Canada and England. He has music for string orchestra as well as concert band
published with Carl Fischer Music, and has also published with Warner Bros. Publications
and Ethos Publications. Recently, Bill has had his music performed at the Midwest Clinic
in Chicago, lllinois and by the Osaka Municipal Symphonic Band of Osaka, Japan.
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(Incorporating It Came upon a Midnight Clear and Coventry Carol)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

¢ Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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