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About the Composition

Shadows was commissioned by the Redford (Michigan) Thurston High School Bands, 
directed by Edward J. Lucius. The work was written in memory of Ted Smith, a former 
band director in that district. A devoted advocate for kids and a passionate musician, Ted 
was extremely active in the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association and played 
trumpet in several community bands throughout his life. I was fortunate to have gotten 
to know Ted later in his life, and he was one of the most sincere, warm-hearted people I 
have ever met. Wherever he went, he left behind soft, comforting shadows that will remain 
forever.

About the Composer

Scott Boerma (b. 1964) is Associate Director of Bands, Director of the Michigan Marching 
Band, and the Donald R. Shepherd Associate Professor of Conducting at the University 
of Michigan. Prior to this appointment, Boerma was the Director of Bands at Eastern 
Michigan University. He earned his Master of Music degree in music education from the 
University of Michigan, where he studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning com-
poser William Bolcom, and his Bachelor of Music degree in music education from Western 
Michigan University, where he studied composition with Ramon Zupko. Scott has also 
studied composition with Anthony Iannaccone.

Boerma’s concert band works have been performed by many outstanding ensembles, 
including the Dallas Wind Symphony, the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra, the University of 
Illinois Wind Symphony, the University of North Texas Wind Symphony, the University 
of Michigan Concert Band, the BOA Honor Band of America, and the Interlochen Arts 
Camp World Youth Wind Symphony, to name just a few. His works have been heard 
in such venues as Carnegie Hall, Hill Auditorium, the Myerson Symphony Center, the 
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, and at the Chicago Midwest International Band 
and Orchestra Clinic. His works have been featured in the popular GIA series, “Teaching 
Music Through Performance in Band.” 

Also a prolific arranger, Boerma receives yearly commissions to write music for high 
school and university marching bands and drum and bugle corps. From 1989-2006, he 
was the music arranger for the Madison Scouts Drum and Bugle Corps, and he is now the 
arranger for the Spirit of Atlanta. In addition to several other corps in the United States, 
Boerma has arranged for marching bands and drum corps from Japan, United Kingdom, 
The Netherlands, and Thailand. Competitive high school bands around the world have 
enjoyed great success with Boerma’s charts. Other credits include marching band 
arrangements for the University of Michigan, Michigan State University, the University of 
Texas (both Austin and Arlington), the University of Illinois, Texas Tech University, Baylor 
University, and Jacksonville State University. Most of the Big Ten University marching 
bands have performed Boerma’s arrangements. He also writes arrangements for the 
Detroit Chamber Winds Brass.
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