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About the Composition

The Band Picnic is in the form of a quodlibet, which is a special type of medley charac-
terized by the humorous intertwining of popular tunes. The tunes in this composition are 
all children’s songs which relate to food or events on a picnic: A-Tisket-A-Tasket, Rain, 
Rain Go Away, The Muffin Man, Shortnin’ Bread, Mary Had a Little Lamb, and Shoo Fly 
Don’t Bother Me. 

The Clarinet 1 part is optional – if playing over the break is not possible. A successful 
performance will require careful attention to balance during sections when two or more 
tunes occur simultaneously. These sections appear at mm. 17, 29, 35, 69, and 77. 

The section at m. 51 (Mary Had a Little Lamb) is in a minor key which humorously depicts the 
lamb being “had” as a meal. Chimes will make the pun on “had” more obvious to listeners.

In the section at m. 61 (Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me) the flutes and maracas will represent 
the buzzing of the fly. The whip will represent a swat at the fly, and a large, loud whip is 
required for the proper effect.

This arrangement has been recorded by Carl Fischer, and the performance is available 
online free of charge.

Thank you for choosing this arrangement. I hope your students and audience will find it 
instructive and enjoyable.

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music educa-
tion from the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his 31-year career 
as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous compositions for his 
students. In 1994, Andrew Balent began publishing many of these classroom-tested 
pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and the 1996 best-seller Rock to 
the Max, Mr. Sax. Now retired from teaching with over 100 published works to his credit, 
Compello continues to draw on his extensive background in music education to compose 
new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series. His music for young players 
is now a model for college curricular study by music education students. A master’s thesis 
by Abel Borg entitled “The resourceful and engaging compositions for beginning band by 
Joseph Compello”  is available at: http://gradworks.umi.com/MR/75/MR75572.html.

Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was 
recently chronicled in the Baltimore Sun. His music is now performed worldwide in venues 
ranging from school concerts to Carnegie Hall.
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The Band PicnicFull Score

(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

(Woodblock, 
Maracas, Whip)

(Bells, Chimes)
Eb : Bb

Bells

(Quodlibet: A-Tisket-A-Tasket; Rain, Rain Go Away;
The Muffin Man; Shortnin’ Bread; Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me;

Mary Had a Little Lamb)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band 
when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that 
will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

First Plus Band
• Playable at the end of most 1st year method books
• For developing bands
• Limited instrumentation with the addition of Clarinet 2 and Trumpet 2
• Bass still covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument
• More eighth notes
• Clarinet 1 begins playing above the break
• Active percussion writing
• Short pieces - length is a consideration  
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