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About the Composition

Trolls are magical beings in Scandinavian folk tales that are known for being slow and
not particularly bright. They also have the unfortunate characteristic of enjoying eating
people. | wanted to write a piece that showed both sides of these tales: the aggressive,
brutal thugs of the magical world, and the somewhat silly and dim-witted creatures found
in recent books and movies. The opening and closing of the piece depict the aggressive,
ominous nature of trolls. A four-measure introduction leads to a drum break and the first
theme. The music from the beginning until m. 26, and from m. 44 to the end should be
aggressive, but not at the expense of tone. Staccatos should not be extremely short,
but should be detached and accents should have a bounce to them. The music from m.
28 to m. 44 represents trolls in their sillier aspect: fascinated with their reflections in the
windows of a town, trying on clothes they don’t understand, parading down Main Street.
This music should be lighter in nature than the music on either side of it, and should be
played less aggressively.

| 'enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these contrasting
styles, and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important musical concepts.

About the Composer

Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award winning composer, teacher and performer. He holds
degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. His music has been performed at concerts, clinics and confer-
ences throughout the world. As a composer he has been sought out for commissions by
numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras, and is comfortable with every
level of ensemble from beginner to middle school, high school and advanced ensembles.
His music is colorful, dramatic and shows the influences of American popular music, world
music and American classical composers such as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and
Samuel Barber. He is particularly proud of the emphasis on playability and melodic inter-
est found in all of the instruments in his music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level.. He has
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991, and
presently teaches at Bluffton University in Ohio where he resides with his wife Lucia and
three needy cats. More information about Peter and his music can be found on his web-
site: www.peterterrycomposer.com
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