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Program Notes

A rollicking hoedown piece written in three sections (fast, slow, fast), The Rock Canyon Club begins its jubi-
lant ride with an exciting sixteenth-note driven theme in the opening measure. The overall approach is a
lively “edge-of-your-seat” fiddling style, and each section of the string orchestra is featured in this animated
Americana piece.

The violins stafe the A-melody at m. 9, first in unison, then in close pentafonic harmony. The low sfrings
accompany in a country-dance style with occasional open-fifth voicings in the accompaniment. In m. 17,
the B-melody begins in the upper strings and is fraded off in one-measure phrases. Observe the articulo-
fions in mm. 25-32 and mm. 94-97 to create a crisp, cohesive statement. In mm. 67-69, play legafo, as the
tempo slows and the dynamics soften, leading to the slow section.

The 24-measure slow section at m. 70 features a tender violin solo over subtle triads. The violins soar with
their legato melody at m. 78, as the ensemble builds in this lush setting. Measure 92 is the button o the slow
section with a violin solo over warm, rich harmonies. Violin | sets the original tempo (m. 93, beat 4), and
the hoedown-feel resumes. The lively fiddling returns and drives from m. 98 to the end, culminating with a
“bookend” ending, starting in m. 114 (see mm.1-4). The final tutti line slows slightly with energetic double
stops in the violins and violas on the last ensemble chord in m. 117,

About the Composer

Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature films Cinderella
3 and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and Soul Collector. He scored the indepen-
dent films Animated American, Full Moon Fables and Eli's Coming and has written songs, arrangements,
and background music for theme parks all over the world, including Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios
Japan, and Sea World’s Aquatica.

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines, Disney Latin
America, Sesame Street, Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS. His catalogue
for Concert Band and String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his contemporary jazz piece The
Flight was a favorite on San Francisco radio stations.

Alan lives in Culver City, California with his wife and two daughters.
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