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Program Notes

The Trapeze Waliz is based on a scale-pattern theme first heard in mm. 13-28. All instruments will perform
the melody at some point in the composition. Written in the style of the old circus, flying frapeze waltzes,
this composition is an excellent study in three-quarter time for first or second year students.

The composition is straightforward and presents no insurmountable difficulties even for beginners. Students
will have an opportunity to study the difference between the finger position for a whole step (E to Ff) and
a half step (B to C). The tempo should be bright enough to give the swaying feel of a waliz in one. The
indication “Waltz style” is to be interpreted by the director. The melody may be played legato, the accom-
paniment a little staccato.

A part for bells (glockenspiel) is optional. The piano part provides a few accidentals not suitable for begin-
ning string students.

Thank you for choosing this composition. Your comments are most welcome.
—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland, 2009

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music education from the
Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his thirty-one year career as an instrumental music
teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous compositions for his students. In 1994, Carl Fischer began pulb-
lishing many of these classroom-tested pieces including his debut publication Cadefs on Parade, and
the 1996 best-seller Rock to the Max, Mr. Sax. Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally
published composer was recently chronicled in the Baltimore Sun. Now retired from teaching with over 85
published works to his credit, Compello continues to draw on his extensive background in music educao-
fion to compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series.
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Waltz style (¢ = ca. 120-138)

The Trapeze Waltz
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Orchestra and String Orchestra has four
different performance levels to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for
your orchestra and string orchestra. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work for your
ensemble when it achieves that level. Each level is also color-coded for ease in
finding the series that will be appropriate for your orchestra, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

First Plus String Orchestra Series

¢ Playable at the end of most 1st year method books
* For developing ensembles

* Same instrumentation as beginning level

* More eighth-notes

¢ Simple syncopated rhythms

ISBN 0-8258-6935-8
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