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Program Notes
The rickshaw, which originated in Japan, was the transportation of choice for the elite in 
Japan during the nineteenth century. Human powered carts quickly spread to other parts 
of Asia. This piece is a light-hearted attempt to depict, through music, riding on a rickshaw.

The piece begins with a moderately paced main theme with pizzicato harmonies in the 
lower strings. The celli take up the second theme and then the main theme returns with 
some differences to the accompanying figures. In the middle of the piece a lush and lyri-
cal presentation of the main theme begins to depict a little bit of rest for the tired rickshaw 
operator. After this brief rest, he then returns to work and the tempo picks up again with 
presentations of both the main theme and second theme with changes to the orchestra-
tion. The piece is completed with an accelerando to an abrupt grand pause before mov-
ing on to a frantic presto where our rickshaw operator runs faster and faster to get his rider 
to their destination on time.

I hope this piece will bring a smile to your face!
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has four different performance levels to provide you with a highly 
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has been carefully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so 
that each piece in a level will work for your ensemble when it achieves 
that level.  Each level is also color-coded for ease in finding the series 
that will be appropriate for your orchestra, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and 
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Young String Orchestra 
• Playable by second and third year ensembles
• Occasionally extending to third position
• Keys carefully considered for appropriate difficulty
• Addition of separate second violin and viola parts (also a viola T.C. 

included)
• An increase in independence of parts over beginning levels
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Prelude to “An Old Tale”Full Score
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