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About the Composition
Samurai is the Japanese word for warrior. I tried to depict the warrior in sound with 
this aggressive piece. It opens with a fanfare-like theme that is based on open har-
monic structures and more contemporary harmonies that the beginning student 
may be used to. The main theme begins at m. 20 and is based on the minor pen-
tatonic scale. The violin melody should have long quarter notes in contrast to the 
staccato notes in the accompaniment figures. After these two themes are stated, 
the rest of the piece is just an interplay between them. There is an opportunity 
for all sections of the orchestra to play some of the important melodic material. 
Accented notes should be played with full long bows and more emphasis.

Have fun with this exciting and aggressive piece!
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