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About the Composition
Written by Anthony Showalter in 1877 with lyrics by Showalter and Elisha Hoffman, 
and inspired by a passage in Deuteronomy, this very popular hymn has been used 
in a number of films including The Human Comedy (1943), The Night of the Hunter 
(1955) and most recently True Grit (2010).

About the Arranger
As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recog-
nized as one of the most often-performed composers of educational music in the 
United States.

A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. Strommen was the Director of 
Bands at the Mamaroneck Public Schools, Mamaroneck, NY for many years. He is 
a member of the faculty at the CW Post campus of Long Island University, where 
he teaches orchestration and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a consistent 
winner in the Standard Awards category, Mr. Strommen is also active as a clini-
cian, lecturer and guest conductor. For more information about his music visit his 
website at www.carlstrommen.com.
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*strum means to brush the fingers across the strings
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Young String Orchestra
• Playable by second and third year ensembles
• Occasionally extending to third position
• Keys carefully considered for appropriate difficulty
• Addition of separate second violin and viola parts (also a viola T.C. 

included)
• An increase in independence of parts over beginning levels

Visit the Orchestra Resources Page at
www.carlfischer.com/Fischer/orch_resources.html
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