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Program Notes

Non Nobis Domine is attributed to William Byrd (1543–1623), an English 
Renaissance composer. The Renaissance is generally considered from the years 
1450 to 1600. The text of this piece is taken Psalm 115: 1, which translates as “Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and 
for thy truth’s sake.” (King James Version)

Non Nobis Domine is a canon at the fifth, meaning that instead of a true canon 
where voices come in at later times with the same melody, the second voice (alto) 
comes in at the fifth. In the case of this arrangement, the first voice comes in on 
a D and the second voice to enter (alto) comes in on an A.

Byrd’s original composition was a cappella; however, a piano part has been added 
to give great performance opportunities for choirs. In addition, after the keyboard 
introduction, all voices sing the entire melody in m. 3, then the canon begins 
with the sopranos in m. 14, followed by the altos, then the baritones. The canon 
is repeated in m. 25 beginning with the baritones, followed by the altos, followed 
by the sopranos. The arrangement concludes with an original ending based on 
the theme in m. 41.  If choosing to perform this without accompaniment, begin 
in m. 3.

As with all choral singing, perform this piece with pure vowels, proper breath sup-
port for beautiful choral tone and appropriate dynamics.

Enjoy singing this beautiful canon by William Byrd.

 About the Arranger

Dr. Russell L. Robinson is a prolific composer, arranger, and author with over 250 
publications including choral music, DVD’s and books. He is Professor of Music 
and Area Head for Music Education at the University of Florida, where he has been 
on the faculty since 1984. He holds a Ph.D. and Masters degrees in music from 
the University of Miami and a Bachelor of music degree from Drury University 
in Springfield, Missouri. He is frequently in demand, has been a clinician, adju-
dicator, and conductor for workshops, all-state choirs, honor choirs, and festivals 
throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Africa, Australia and the Far East.
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Non Nobis Domine
for SAB Voices with Optional Keyboard*

WILLIAM BYRD
(1543–1623)

Arranged by Russell Robinson

*If performing a cappella begin at m. 3.
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.

 ISBN 0-8258-6899-8


