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About the Composer

Richard Ewer holds a Bachelor’s degree in Choral and Instrumental Music
Education from Utah State University and a Master’s in Music Composition from
the University of Oregon. A former music educator, Richard taught and directed
high school choirs for several years in Eugene, Oregon, before moving to the
Phoenix, Arizona area. He has composed and arranged numerous pieces for many
types of performers and ensembles and his piece Windflowers was published previ-
ously by Carl Fischer Music. As a singer, classical guitarist, and pianist, Richard has
had an active performing career and especially enjoys performing musical theater.
He and his wife Cassandra, a professional singer, have three children and live in
Gilbert, AZ.

Performance Notes

Love Me Little has been a popular poem for over 500 years, but the language of the
16th century was often more indirect than we are used to five centuries later. In
this poem, the speaker urges her suitor to be patient and not rush the romance too
fast—that to “love me (a) little” now, will improve the chance that their love will
last long, “while life endures.”

Also, in the 16th century the word “burden” had two additional meanings to the
ones we use today, those being: 1) a main idea or message, and 2) the refrain or
chorus of a song. Both of these meanings are expressed in this poem’s use of the
word. Thus, the chorus reiterates that the point of the poem is “love me a little
now, and our love will last long.”
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For the Phoenix Girls Chorus,
Sue Kenly Marshall, Artistic Director

Love Me Little

for SSA Voices with Keyboard

Text from an Anonymous
Sixteenth-century Poem
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