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Program Notes

When approached about arranging the classic Wilhousky arrangement of the Battle 
Hymn of the Republic for SAB voices, I thought, “What a great way to make this 
traditional patriotic arrangement, sung by thousands over the years, accessible for 
SAB voices.” The original Battle Hymn of the Republic lyrics were written in 1862 by 
Julia Ward Howe and then set to a tune written by William Steffe. Peter Wilhousky’s 
arrangement for SSATTBB voices, with orchestra or band accompaniment was written 
and published by Carl Fischer Publishing in 1944. The original tune was written at the 
end of the American Civil War. Wilhousky’s arrangement, written during World War 
II, is still one of the most performed American patriotic songs today.

I would suggest that if at all possible, it be sung with the band or orchestra accompani-
ment; however, I have written this arrangement so that it will be successful with only 
piano. In addition, it can be sung with the original Wilhousky choral arrangement. In 
whatever way you perform it, I hope you will enjoy and be inspired by this timeless 
patriotic piece!

Russell Robinson, Arranger
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Maestoso alla marcia

Battle Hymn of the Republic
for SAB Voices with Piano*

JULIA WARD HOWE WILLIAM STEFFE
Arranged by Peter J. Wilhousky

Choral Arrangement by Russell Robinson

Piano

6

10

*Also available for SATB Voices (CM4743). Arrangements for band (J678) and/or orchestra (C120) 
are published separately and either or both may be used as an accompaniment.
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publishing classic traditional 
choral music standards that have inspired, educated and thrilled 
singers, choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The tradition 
continues in our choral music series as we present new and exciting 
works designed to meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 
worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of each piece have been 
carefully weighed and the music, edited, arranged and written to meet 
a wide range of worship styles and performance situations.  Writers for 
Carl Fischer are among the most outstanding and respected in this field 
of music. The standard of musical excellence we present in each choral 
work is designed to meet the challenges faced by professional directors 
all over the world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral groups everywhere the 
music that fits their needs, thrills the soul and heightens the skills of 
every singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  Building on our 
past reputation, we continue to grow in offering variety and accessible 
music for church, school and professional choirs.

TRADITION
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