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BL821 The VagaBond *M/TTB

The Vagabond
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Mark Patterson

Range:

Language: English
Use: General
Time: Approx. 1:41 
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Performance notes

While the text of The Vagabond is completely original. The idea for the piece came 
from reading Robert Louis Stevenson’s poem of the same name. The words of this 
song could be seen as a continuation of Stevenson’s portrait of the wandering soul. 
No one is quite sure why the vagabond is on his own: Has he set out for his own life’s 
adventures? Did adverse circumstances force him to leave the stable life of home? Re-
gardless, he has chosen the life of the open road; a bed that “looks up to the stars” and 
a solitary path where “freedom is his only companion.”

I believe each of us identifies with the vagabond at some point in our lives – we choose 
one path and then suddenly feel all alone as we struggle through the choices we made, 
or, for reasons beyond our control, we are on the outside of the mainstream looking in, 
forced to forge a new and different way. 

Along his path, the vagabond discovers great beauty; perhaps knowledge and wis-
dom that were not attainable any other way. And, we are reminded through the link to 
Stevenson’s words, that others have walked such a path before. The vagabond is not 
actually alone, but one of a community of adventurers out there with “one more dream 
to follow.” 

about the Composer

Dr. Mark Patterson is a nationally acclaimed composer, conductor and teacher. He is 
the Director of Music at Salisbury Presbyterian Church in Midlothian, Virginia, where 
he leads a comprehensive music program for adults, youth and children. Mark received 
his Ph.D. in Fine Arts-Music Education with an emphasis in Choral Conducting from 
Texas Tech University and Master of Music and Bachelor of Arts degrees from the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

He is frequently invited to conduct honor choirs and choral festivals across the United 
States and is often asked to lead workshops for choral directors. Dr. Patterson’s com-
positions comprise a rich variety of styles for the sanctuary and the concert hall. Cur-
rently, he has over 250 choral works in print as well as a solo piano collection, various 
musicals and choral compilations, and several volumes of vocal solos. Mark has been 
a consistent winner of the ASCAP Award in Composition for over ten years.
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Inspired by The Vagabond
by Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894)

Steadily moving (q = 112)

Steadily moving (q = 112)

Words and Music by
MARK PATTERSON

for TTB Voices with Piano*
The Vagabond

Tenor 1
Tenor 2 

Bass

Piano
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BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing  choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

•	 Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing	
along with their part while hearing the other voices 
in the background.

•	 Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and	
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

•	 Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for	
rehearsal or performance.
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