
Grade - ½

Zenith
Kathryn Griesinger
First-year players can “reach for the stars” with 
this easy concert piece. An ethereal theme 
with simple rhythms in first position calls to 
mind mysterious celestial spheres.
BAS82 – $45

The French Quarter
arr. Andrew Guarrine
This standard for beginning strings has a new 
twist to it. The melody is much easier to teach 
in  rather than in . It is still in D major and 
contains no altered fingerings. The tempo 
marking is very playable by your younger stu-
dents, and the dynamic marking is always ƒ 
so that the orchestra can focus on the notes. 
The piece contains pizzicato and arco sections, 
with the melody in both the upper and lower 
strings. This easy three-part harmony arrange-
ment has bowings marked and is a great piece 
to showcase strings when they are comfort-
able with the D major scale.
BAS83 – $45

On a Swing
Lauren Bernofsky 
Lauren Bernofsky wants young string players 
to love playing music, from the very beginning 
of their studies. Therefore, she likes writing 
early-level pieces that are fun, yet pedagog-
ically helpful. “On a Swing” is played on only 
open strings, so students can focus on their 
bow holds and bowing without having to think 
about left-hand fingers. The piece gets its har-
monic and rhythmic interest from the piano 
part. This work is dedicated to Sandy Mutchler, 
who fondly remembers her dear friend, the 
strings pedagogue Linda Luebke. The title and 
feel of the piece reflect the times they spent 
together on a porch swing. The back-and-
forth motion of the swing is imitated in the 
up-and-down bows. Students should think of a 
relaxed, swinging motion with their bodies as 
they play this piece.
BAS84 – $45

Grade - 1-1½

Winter Lights
Seth Bedford
Winter Lights is inspired by music of the Italian 
Baroque period. The colorful and reflective 
piece merges traditional harmonies with con-
temporary major seventh chords to create a 
whimsical and wistful mood. Written for play-
ers in first position, this is a charming addition 
to any winter concert program.
FAS116 – $48

Mill Creek Stomp
Nicolas Repetto
Mill Creek Stomp depicts a joyous, folksy dance 
with everyone having a great time! Set in cut-
time, the piece showcases staccato, legato, 
and pizzicato sections, stomping, and an op-
tional tambourine part to energize the dance 
even more. Developing string students will 
enjoy performing this any time of year, from a 
fall harvest-themed concert to a spring finale.
FAS117 – $48

Horizon West
Chris Thomas
Written in the style of an old, western waltz, 
it is a flowing, cinematic work celebrating the 
Americana sound. It features an optional vi-
olin solo, simple fingerings, and melody in all 
sections. The optional guitar part will help en-
hance the western mood.
FAS118 – $48

Atlantis
Todd Parrish
An exciting journey through Atlantis awaits 
students in this straight-forward composition 
using notes of the B natural-minor scale. Using 
only the notes and rhythms learned in the first 
year of study, this work is very accessible for be-
ginning to intermediate students. Dynamic con-
trasts from piano to forte are explored including 
crescendos and decrescendos, along with short 
and long bowing articulations. The minor-key 
feel of this work will motivate students from the 
first rehearsal to the final performance.
FAS119 – $48
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Available through your favorite strings retailer 
or at www.carlfischer.com
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Mountain Run
Liam Ramsey-White
As the name implies, this work portrays a 
morning run up a mountain and the feeling 
that comes with the wonderful vistas that 
surround. Students will experience images of 
beautiful vegetation and fresh-water streams 
as they traverse the mountain path. All notes 
are playable in D Major after just a couple 
years of study, with no low second fingers. The 
adventurous theme and accompaniments are 
composed of simple rhythms that sound great 
and are easy to put together.
FAS120 – $48

Searching for  
Destiny’s Diamond
Kirt Mosier
Searching for Destiny’s Diamond is a mysterious, 
tension-filled work centering around young 
people searching out their destiny during dark 
times and journeying towards the diamond 
that is their bright future. Every instrument 
in the orchestra begins with the melody and 
plays it throughout the piece, making this work 
an excellent teaching piece since all parts can 
be learned simultaneously. A musical stretto 
in the second half makes for intriguing har-
monies that will increase the student’s hear-
ing ability. While the piano part is optional, it 
will add intrigue to your performance and is 
recommended. It was written specifically to be 
accessible for developing pianists.
FAS121 – $48

Grade - 2-2½

Boundless
Doug Spata
Boundless features a soaring theme, uplifting 
harmonies, and simple rhythms. Limited part 
independence will help developing students 
gain confidence playing in  time. Celebrate 
the boundless potential of each young musi-
cian with this dramatic piece.
YAS199 – $50

Snowfall at Dusk
Aaron Fryklund
This elegant and nostalgic piece depicts gentle 
snow falling as twilight fades on a winter’s eve. 
The legato theme is heard in several sections, 
featuring a flowing accompaniment. with con-
trasting staccato section sparkles like snow-
flakes in the golden sun. Easy meter changes 
and a playful syncopated feel with a quiet fi-
nale, ends the piece reflecting the last rays of 
sunlight, vanishing over the darkening horizon.
YAS200 – $50 

A Medieval French Carol
Ian David Coleman
This ancient melody has an intrinsic beauty in 
both its shape and harmonic support. Reflect-
ing those elements. In this arrangement you 
will find a sense of wonder and awe as the 
melody weaves its way between consonance 
and dissonance, and that the reimagining of 
an ancient melody in a new setting, also re-
flects the timeless nature that points of cele-
bration, such as in the Christmas season.
YAS201 – $50

Under a Winter Sky
Yukiko Nishimura
This extraordinarily beautiful work captures 
the awesome wonder of a winter night. Using 
the contrast of simple rhythms and lush har-
mony to syncopation and a faster tempo, stu-
dents will quickly grasp the mood and legato 
style required to portray this scene. With only 
a few accidentals it works well with developing 
groups, while giving them a mature sound.
YAS202 – $50

German Dance No. 12
Ludwig van Beethoven
arr. Deborah Baker Monday
The German Dance No. 12 is the final work in 
a series Beethoven wrote in 1795 showing a 
young Beethoven writing in his earlier Classical 
style. This arrangement, in the original C Ma-
jor, includes material from his extended coda 
section and is a very approachable selection 
without too much technical difficulty. Optional 
8va notes are given for advancing players.
YAS203 – $50

Desert Sunrise
James Lockett
This warm, lush work for early-intermediate 
string orchestra has simple, playable, yet inter-
esting elements for all performers. Teaching 
opportunities include legato and pizzicato ar-
ticulations, dynamics changes, a focus on into-
nation, and playing together in simple, repeat-
ed rhythms. The sonorous harmonies make 
this piece enjoyable to teach and to play as well 
as to hear for the audience. The optional harp 
part adds another layer of beauty and interest.
YAS204 – $50

Vanguard
(A Bass Section Adventure) 
Doug Spata
Get your superstar bass section out of the 
back row and into the spotlight with Vanguard, 
an exciting section feature. They’ll get to show-
case their skills with hooked bowings, dotted 
rhythms and exciting, driving melodies. Mean-
while, the rest of the orchestra gets to experi-
ence playing mixed C naturals and C sharps, 
counting challenging rhythms, and taking the 
spotlight with some fun melodies of their own. 
All students will love the fast cut-time tempo 
and dark E-minor tonality, but basses will es-
pecially appreciate this exciting chance to fi-
nally take center stage!
YAS205 – $50

The North Pole Express
Kathryn Griesinger
Take a sparkling ride through the snow aboard 
an express train, headed straight for the North 
Pole. In this Grade 2 holiday arrangement, de-
veloping players will “travel” through several 
holiday tunes, including Jingle Bells, Deck the 
Halls, Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Good King Wenceslas, 
O Christmas Tree, and We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas. Students can work on staccato bow 
technique, easy dotted rhythms, and low 2 / 
low 1 finger patterns, but all while staying in 
first position. Be sure to use the included per-
cussion and train whistle to make the journey 
come alive.
YAS206 – $50

Blaze
Erica Donahoe 
This fiery work showcases the low strings, with 
driving rhythms and syncopations. Students 
have the opportunity to practice both forward 
and backward extensions, as well as accented 
and off the string bow strokes. Paying close 
attention to dynamics and articulation will 
strengthen the performance. The slow, middle 
section will be a moment for the violas and cel-
los to shine, with a rich melody in their lower 
register. Encourage your students to dig in and 
light the stage on fire!
YAS207 – $50 
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Moonstone
Yukiko Nishimura
Moonstone is the composer’s favorite gem-
stone. Though not very bright, it has a unique, 
elegant sparkle. This composition reflects 
that understated beauty. The main melody in 
Moonstone has long, but lyrical phrasing with 
an enjoyable conversation between the higher 
and lower instruments. Although the time sig-
nature is in , the music should feel as if it is 
in cut-time to avoid sounding too square. The 
phrasing is always floating through the air in 
a legato style. However, the eighth-note de-
taché should be executed mechanically, but in 
a mysterious mood.
YAS208 – $50

Grade - 3-3½

Ancient Wonders Suite
Todd Parrish
Ancient Wonders Suite is a musical description 
of four of the wonders from the ancient world: 
the Temple of Artemis, the Great Lighthouse 
at Alexandria, the Great Pyramid at Giza and  
the Statue of Zeus at Olympia. The four move-
ments may be played in any order or as stand-
alone works.
CAS126 – $75

A Streak of Light
Kathryn Griesinger
A relentless  accompaniment drives this 
piece forward with exciting momentum. In-
tensity builds like the first piercing light on the 
morning horizon, flourishing toward a stately 
middle section that reflects the grandeur of 
glorious colors and spacious skies. Players 
with the melody should take care to sustain 
with a warm, ringing tone. The pizzicato ac-
companiment should also stay unrushed and 
steady. The following restatement of the fast 
opening theme soars to a triumphant finale.
CAS127 – $55

Falling Water
Yukiko Nishimura
Describing the playful cascading of a waterfall, 
this light-hearted work gives students multiple 
opportunities to work on both style and tech-
nique. Students will work on creating different 
moods through dynamics and bow technique. 
Written in string-friendly D Major, the music 
does require high third fingers and extensions, 
along with a few accidentals. Reinforcing com-
pound meter and articulation, it is extremely 
fun to play and hear.
CAS128 – $55

Maelstrom
Katie O’Hara LaBrie
This exciting piece starts with a treacherous 
storm motif that acts as the undercurrent to  
a musical storm containing quotes from Smet-
ana’s “Die Moldau,” Saint-Saëns’s “Carnival of 
the Animals,” and a traditional Irish Sea Chan-
ty. Some shifting is required in first violin, cel-
lo, and bass and all parts include accidentals 
and dramatic dynamic changes. Developing 
players will refine articulation skills, explore a 
variety of rhythms in , and expand their chro-
matic and dynamic horizons in the familiar key 
of E minor.
CAS129 – $55

Frost on the Plow
Samuel Gelfer
Frost on the Plow is an energetic composition 
perfect for introducing some fiddlin’ fun to 
your classroom.Written in the style of tradi-
tional fiddle-tunes, players will encounter au-
thentic fiddle techniques such as shuffle-bow-
ing, chops, and double-stops at a brisk tempo. 
CAS130 – $55

A Ballad of Inis Mór
Doug Spata
The yearning, Irish-inspired melodies in A Bal-
lad of Inis Mór evoke a sense of quiet reflection. 
Students will encounter opportunities to play 
in upper positions, using a warm vibrato and 
refining bow distribution skills. Graceful em-
bellishments, part independence, and a variety 
of rhythms will encourage listening across the 
ensemble to create an elegant, unified sound.
CAS131 – $55

Chicharra
Nicolas Repetto
Chicharra was born out of a love for syncopat-
ed music that makes one move and dance. The 
syncopated, driving rhythms initiated by the low 
strings are contrasted by lyrical lines played in 
the violin and viola sections. It features a con-
trasting lyrical, almost waltz-like section in . 
Various tango elements are also found in this 
piece such as special effects like the glissandi 
in the cello section, and the chicharra played 
by the violins imitating the chicharra or cricket!
CAS132 – $55

Bacchanale
Liam Ramsey-White
Bacchanale is a frantic dance full of reckless 
abandon. Taken from the name of the Ro-
man god of wine Bacchus, this work is a fes-
tive celebration. It starts with lyrical melodies 
juxtaposed against sharp, driving motor-like 
rhythms. The middle section consists of a tem-
po modulation into a contrasting tune filled 
with longing, but the party resumes and finish-
es in a spectacular style. Staccato, spiccato and 
legato articulations are explored along with ac-
cidentals, accents and bow lifts.
CAS133 – $55

The Road to Andalusia
Eric B. Davis
Journey to the southern part of Spain where 
remnants of Moorish and Middle Eastern cul-
ture are found, along with traditional Flamenco 
music. These sounds, melodies and harmonies 
are used in an almost constant motion with 
animated and accented rhythms throughout. 
From the opening measures, these elements 
leap off the page. Every part has something 
essential and interesting to play that feels nat-
ural, while giving the performers the opportu-
nity to explore different parts of the bow with 
various articulations and colors.
CAS134 – $55

Tempo di Minuetto
(In the style of Pugnani) 
Fritz Kreisler
arr. Deborah Baker Monday
Fritz Kreisler (1875–1962) was considered one 
of the greatest violinists of all time. Many of 
his works are known as “pastiches,” works 
composed in the styles of other composers. 
Kreiser wrote Tempo di Minuetto in the style 
of Gaetano Pugnani. You may know that Kreis-
ler also composed his well-known Praeludium 
and Allegro in the style of this eighteenth-cen-
tury Italian composer/violinist.
 In this arrangement of this work, the solo 
violin part has been integrated into the string 
orchestra. The parts have been cleverly adapt-
ed so that all string parts have thematic inter-
est. It is written in a basic minuet-and-trio form 
which will offer many teaching points on style 
and historical perspective.
CAS135 – $55
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Reverie
Claude Debussy
arr. Samuel Gelfer
Reverie is one of Claude Debussy’s most recog-
nized works featured in many films and tele-
vision shows, including HBO’s Westworld. The 
main challenge of this arrangement, which can 
be played alongside the original solo piano 
piece, is connecting the moving lines through 
the sections to capture the elegance of a pi-
anist’s fingers. Other teaching opportunities 
include challenging position work, impression-
istic tonalities, and advanced melodic phras-
ing. Directors, players, and audiences will find 
themselves lost and delighted in these beauti-
ful ethereal melodies.
SAS2 – $60

Fantasia on Christmas Carols
Ralph Vaughan Williams
arr. Todd Parrish
This unique medley offering a fresh alternative 
to traditional holiday programming by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams uses three folk carols from 
his native country of England: The Truth Sent 
from Above, Come all you Worthy Gentlemen, 
and the Sussex Carol. This arrangement con-
tains moments from each carol, including the 
solo cello opening. Though the melodies are 
mostly of unknown origin, the harmonies are 
uniquely the work of Vaughan Williams.
SAS3 – $60

Antamina
Lauren Bernofsky
The story of Antamina follows the process of 
mining and then refining silver, a metaphor for 
the rehearsal process, where the “raw materi-
al” at a first rehearsal is gradually honed into 
a sparkling, refined performance. Program this 
piece for an empowering selection your stu-
dents will love both rehearsing and performing.
SAS4 – $60

Catalyst
Lauren Taylor
Catalyst is a fiery and rhythmic piece that al-
lows your ensemble to work on syncopated 
rhythms, difficult but accessible fingerings, 
and advanced phrasing. Articulations should 
all be emphasized in order to add to the drama 
of the piece, as well as to create a strong con-
trast between the crisp staccatos and the long 
and smooth legatos. Awareness across the 
ensemble will be essential to maintain both 
cohesion and clarity of the melody throughout 
the faster and slower sections.
SAS5 – $60

Apocalyptic (Finale from  
Symphony No. 8)
Anton Bruckner
arr. Kirk Moss
Bruckner began composing the Eighth Sym-
phony, his last completed symphony, in July 
1884. When he finished the work’s revelatory 
finale, he signed it “Hallelujah,” and reported 
enthusiastically, “The Finale is the most signif-
icant movement of my life.” Following the pre-
miere performance, a peer composer penned, 
“Its success was almost without precedent. It 
was the absolute victory of light over darkness.”
 This work leaps to life with awe-inspiring 
power in this first-ever setting for string or-
chestra with optional timpani. Transposed 
from its original key of C minor/major to D 
minor/major, the music sits nicely for all parts, 
ready for any concert or festival.
SAS6 – $60
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What Child is This?
arr. Jeffrey Turner
This delicate, enchanting arrangement uses 
chord substitutions that make the harmonic 
structure of this arrangement sound much 
more advanced than expected at this grade 
level. The con sordino technique adds to the 
transcendent feel, and two key changes give 
students experience in shifting tonalities. 
CAS136 – $55

Rhythmos
Kathryn Griesinger 
The title refers to the Latin word for “rhythm” 
as well as to the ancient Greek term meaning 
symmetry, harmony, and rhythm in music or 
speech. This original work for string orches-
tra explores a variety of interlocking rhythmic 
structures that support a solemn melody in A 
minor. The theme moves through several dra-
matic modal shifts, with a spiccato rhythmic 
motif re-appearing throughout the sections of 
the orchestra..
CAS137 – $55

Grade - 4-4½

Fidelio Overture
Ludwig van Beethoven
arr. Todd Parrish
Written in 1814, the Fidelio Overture was the 
fourth and final version chosen to open Bee-
thoven’s only opera by the same name. This 
string arrangement transposes the original 
key of E Major into the much more playable 
key of D Major. It retains the original opening 
which alternates between powerful majestic 
bursts and lyrical harmonic progressions while 
finishing with the energetic presto to the end. 
The optional timpani gives this arrangement a 
symphonic quality that closely resembles the 
original.
SAS1 – $60



The 
Karen
Tuttle
Legacy

"Playing the viola had become so painful and consequently joyless that it
seemed futile to continue... Karen Tuttle saved my viola-playing life..."

-CAROL RODLAND

Featuring celebrated violists:
JEFFREY IRVINE

KIM KASHKASHIAN
MICHELLE LACOURSE

LYNNE RAMSEY
KAREN RITSCHER
CAROL RODLAND

THE KAREN TUTTLE LEGACY 
A Resource and Guide for Viola Students, Teachers, and Performers.
Edited by Alex Teploff. 
BF116 $34.99 
Order through your favorite strings retailer. 

D I S C O V E R  T H E  S E C R E T S  T O  P L A Y I N G  V I O L A
I N  T H E  M O S T  J O Y F U L  W A Y ,

F R O M  T H E  B I G G E S T  N A M E S  I N  T H E  V I O L A  W O R L D .

"Karen Tuttle appeared in my life as a north star: magnet, focus and
savior." -KIM KASHKASHIAN



Compatible String Ensembles:  
Classical Trios

17 Medium-Level Arrangements for  
Any Combination of String Instruments

BF132 - Violin......................................................................... $12.99
BF133 - Viola .......................................................................... $12.99
BF134 - Cello .......................................................................... $12.99
BF135 - Bass .......................................................................... $12.99 

COMPATIBLE ENSEMBLES 
F O R  S T R I N G S

Compatible Christmas Duets for Strings
50 Duets That Can Be Played  

by Any Combination of String Instruments

BF89 - Violin ..................... was $14.99 ...................... Now $12.99
BF90 - Viola ...................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99
BF91 - Cello ...................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99
BF92 - Bass....................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99 

Compatible String Ensembles:  
Christmas Trios

22 Easy to Medium Holiday Arrangements for 
Any Combination of String Instruments

BF142 - Violin .........................................................................$12.99
BF143 - Viola...........................................................................$12.99
BF144 - Cello ..........................................................................$12.99
BF145 - Bass ...........................................................................$12.99

The Compatible Ensemble Series allows chamber groups to 
play together, no matter the instrumentation or who wants to 
play melody. With duets, trios, and quartets in a variety of styles 
from classical, to folk, to original compositions, players have the 
opportunity to mix-and-match instrumentation and line played, 
making the combinations almost limitless. 



Compatible Duets for Strings
31 Duets That Can Be Played  

by Any Combination of String Instruments

BF77 - Violin ....................... was $14.99 .......................  Now $12.99
BF78 - Viola ........................ was $14.99 .........................Now $12.99
BF79 - Cello ........................ was $14.99 .........................Now $12.99
BF80 - Bass ........................ was $14.99 .........................Now $12.99

www.carlfischer.com/compatibles

Compatible Duets for Strings Vol. II
50 Duets That Can Be Played  

by Any Combination of String Instruments

BF118 - Violin ..................... was $14.99 ......................  Now $12.99
BF119 - Viola....................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99
BF120 - Cello ...................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99
BF121 - Bass ....................... was $14.99 .......................Now $12.99 

Compatible Trios for Strings
32 Trios That Can Be Played  

by Any Combination of String Instruments

BF83 - Violin ........................was $14.99 ......................  Now $12.99
BF84 - Viola .........................was $14.99 ........................Now $12.99
BF85 - Cello .........................was $14.99 ........................Now $12.99
BF86 - Bass .........................was $14.99 ........................Now $12.99

Compatible Quartets for Strings
21 Quartets That Can Be Played 

by Any Combination of String Instruments

BF106 - Violin ...................was $16.99 ...................... Now $13.99
BF107 - Viola.....................was $16.99 .......................Now $13.99
BF108 - Cello ....................was $16.99 .......................Now $13.99
BF109 - Bass .....................was $16.99 .......................Now $13.99 

COMPATIBLE ENSEMBLES 
F O R  S T R I N G S



METHODS &  STUDIES
MUST HAVE

BECAUSE GREAT PLAYING BEGINS WITH GREAT TECHNIQUE.

CN21016B


