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GREETINGS FROM 1984

Additional Materials Required For Performance:

For the Violinist

~shop bell (avallable at stationery-
store)

-duck or goose call (avallable at
sporting goods stores)

-lamb cry (or similar toy which
reprdest when touched)

-sandpaper (attached to left shoe
and on bord placed on stage floor)

~-hardcover book
-wood block
-pie tin

-wind chimes (cheap glass or metal)

For the Planist

-door chimes (or glockenspiel,
preferably B~G or any major third)

-fire bells (or resonant metal bowls,
suspended)

~aluminium pie tin

-glockenspiel

-temple block

-loud music box or nolsy mechanical

toy (which can be qulckly turned
on or off)

~-sandppper (same as violinist's)

~bags drum with foot pedal, suspended
cymbal (optional)

~wind chimes (same as violinigtl!s)

~melodica (preferably with breathing
tube)

~slide whistle

-warbling water whistle (sgometimes
called "nightingale")

-mounted ratchet

~cow bell (mounted with ratchet)
~police whistle

-acme siren

~-bobby whistle

~duck or goose call

~bicycle horn

~toy cap pistol

-large pop gun, peeferably champagne

cork popper (available at Carroll's
or through percussion store)

*Further questions concerning
availability, etc., may he addressed
directly to the composer c/o the
New York Philharmonlc,



PERFORMANCE ADVICE:

although the violinist and pilanist in this piece are required to draw
upon techniques used by percussionists and dramatists, the skills
involved should not be beyond anyone's reach.

As percussionists, they must plan their set-up precisely. Every
physical-musgical movgmént should be plamned out, even down to the page
turns. (There should be no page-turners on stage, and as clear a
sight-line to the audience as possible,)

As actors, the musicians need not have great talent, but should maintain
emotional involvement in the part, even if the audience is laughing,.
Never look for a laugh~let the audience discover it. On the other hand,
never be tentative: if the performers believe in their parts, so will
the audience.

It is imperative that every word of the text be audible to the audience.
In general the text i1s serious, the music "less 50,"' There may occuur a
feeling of mild schizophrenia as the performer has to shout over his own
playing. Although the characters in the text are male, there is no reason

women cannot play these parts. They are conceptual, Again, the audience

will be convinced if the performers are.

Suggested Program Notes

Jon Deak: Greetings from 1984

Some contemporary music may baffle or annoy lis-
teners, but the music of Jon Deak is likely to delight
and entertain its audiences. Influenced by such dis-

* parate sources as John Cage, Harry Partch, Salva-

tore Martirano, Anton Bruckner, Daga, and Walt Dis-
ney. Deak creates witty scenarios, which frequently
deal with Gothic horror or satirical subjects. for his
performers lo enact. Nothing less than lile itself,
complete with its everyday stories, conversations,
and extramusical sounds. is captured in his works.

Greetings from 1984, for violin and piano, recreates
musically George Orwell's nightmarish vision of a to-
talitarian society. Deak had always loved Orwell's
1984. but after recent close study he was awestruck
by lhe hidden nostalgia, eroticism, and bitter frus-
trated romanticism beneath the book's seemingly
humorless surface. He chose three main segments of
the text which emphasized these qualities and wove
thern together into a continuous fifteen-minute com-
position. The work's title has special meaning to
Deak: since Orwell spoke to us from 1948, saluting
those who five in the current year, itis only appropriate
that we in 1984 look back and "greet” Orwellin return.

Greetings from 1984 presents three episodes from
Orweill's book: {1) Winston, a rebellious worker, wan-
ders through the fascist wasteland into an antique
shop; (2) the "Two Minutes Hate,” a.political lecture
delivered by Big Brother; and (3) Winston's encounter
with Julia, the supposed spy of the Anti-Sex League.
Bringing the story to life in a theatrical, virtuosic dis-
play, the performers are required to play their own

Linstruments while simultaneously narrating the action

and accompanying themselves on a myriad of per-
cussion instruments. ’

The work opens with eerie violin harmonics and sharp

staccato notes in the piano which immediately create
a mysterious and suspense-filled atmosphere. One
hears Winston anxiously sneaking through the streets
on his way to a political meeting. Yet the evening’s
fresh air lures him into a narrow street lined with a few
shops. Winston enters a cluttered junk shop. The
store’s merchandise comes alive, ticking and chim- .
ing furiously. A grandiose piano solo tells us that the

proprietor is undoubtedly a cultured man. Amid the
. rubbish Winston sees a sensuous glass figure, whose

smooth, curved shape is reflected in the music's
rounded phrases and glhissandi. Suddenly a loud
police whistle breaks the peaceful reverie. and we
hear the mandatory *Two Minutes Hate." Scratching
the bow su! ponticelio in imitation of human speech
patterns (a technique Deak calls “sprechspiel”), the
violin delivers Big Brother’s viluperative lecture. All
the workers join in the frantic tirade. Winston be-
comes aware of the dark-haired Julia sitting behind
him. She seems to check his behavior, so he is careful
to act as she does. Deak perfectly captures Winston's
compulsion to mimic his comrades by tossing imita-
live snippets of melodic fragments’ back and forth
between the violin and piano. Later, at work, Winston
again runs into the dark-haired girl on his way to the

. cafeteria. His breath quickens. She suddenly falls

down, and as Winston nervously helps her to her feet,
she whispers something surprising and unexpected

_into his ear.

Greetings from 1984 was commissioned by violinist
Gregory Fulkerson, and premiered by himand pianist
Raobert Shannon in November 1983 at Lincoln Center.
A.M. Heath and Co.. Lid. has graciously granted
permission to quote text from George Orwell's 1984.
—Notes by Mary Lou Humphrey
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HE WORE Awm: AGED BlA<k JackET 440 HAD A VAGUE A OF (M TELLECTUALIYY
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As mhooaH e fAD wACE BEEN A LTERARY MAY, of PERKAPS A MUSICIAN,,.
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