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ProcraM NOTE

The amount and the horrifying details of war since the Second World War, not to mention before that, are
abominations and shames that are unspeakable. This work is one response to them. It is dedicated to “the victims
of the follies of war” because it is my view that most, if not all, of these atrocities are begun and proliferated by a
very few people who lust for power and who enjoy the “games” of conflict and killing, while millions, who do not
share their purpose, suffer and die.

Battlefield Requiem consists of two simultaneous scenarios. Oneis a requiem mass that is delivered by instruments,
rather than voices. The other is an imagined scene on a battlefield, with the first movement depicting a gathering
of troops with their collective prayers and hopes and fears, the second movement a scene of combat, the third a
survivor’s lament, and the last is a poetic leap into the atmosphere in the aftermath.

The work is scored for solo cello and four percussionists, who play vibraphone, marimba, snare drums, bongos,
timbales, tom-toms, timpani, bass drums, wood blocks, temple blocks, tubular bells, crotales, tam-tams, sand block,
maracas, chains, triangles, cymbals, suspended cymbals, thunder sheet, anvil, whip, crystal glasses, glockenspiel,
flexatone and slide whistle. It was completed in January 1995. Dona nobis pacem.

David Leisner



Player L:
vibra,quorue,

4 ‘tem\)\e/ blocks, W‘Sh to low
chains (rattled asainst metal P‘n.te)
Snare drum

4 tom-toms, high tolow (See note*1.)
bass drum (See note #2.)

vel. or db. bow

PERFORMANCE  NOTES

/Pla,ger 2
tubular bells
L\ish tam-tam
marimba
maraco.

snare drum
suspended cymbal
bongos

FOR THE PERCUSSIONISTS

E \&_\)g‘r. 3:

low tam-tam

crotales: sunkFpee——
4 wood blocks, \JSL\ to low
sand block

sSnare drum
timbales (ortabla)

?\a}!ex 4.

bass drum (See note #2)
4 tom-toms, high to low (See note 1)
suspended cymbal

Snare drum
maracao

O — —

thunder sheet

slide whistle c,ymba.\s

bass drum (See note ¥2)

4 tom-toms, hisk £o low (See note ¥1)
anvil
vel. or d.b. bow

Slexatone

1 cymbal thunder sheet (Use Player 3’s)
mba

whip crystal glasses (See note #3): %
vel.or d.b. bow crotales (Use Player 3's)
3 triangles, high tolow

5|0ckenspiel

Notes: 1) A total of 12 tom-toms is reftuire,A, 1§ 12 are not available, ’Plai)e,rs 182 may substitute roto-toms (his‘n to lou)) snare drums with
Snares off, timbales or any other similar drums, vhile Player 4 may substitute the fimpani in AD for the two lower toms-toms.
Also, in the second movement; I have included “ossia” versions for Players L &4, reAUcinS each of their parts from 4 tom-toms
to 3. This way, the total number of tom-toms, sibstitutes or not, may be redvced to 10.

2) If 3 bass droms are not available  fow timPa.ni may SObSt'\tUtC/) tuned down to the lowest Pitc\n Possib\e/.

3) Fill the crystal glasses to piteh fevel with vinegar. To play, rub the rims with fingertips moistened with the vineqar. When the

sound runs ouk on on@g‘ass, keep the other going, i§ possible, while you remoisten your fingextffs and start again.
4) Directions for beaters are siqgestions or, af best, indications of the imaﬂine,d sounds. Feel free to experiment with other possibilities.

5) The. singing in the last movement should be inthe octave thet is most natural for your voice.
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[Duration: c. 15']

for the victims of the follies of war

BATTLEFIELD REQUIEM

for Solo Cello and Percussion Quartet

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.
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II1. Dies Irae (Combat)
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III. Libera Me (Survivor’s Soliloquy)
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IV. Lux Aeterna (In the Air) 19
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