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Program Note

The amount and the horrifying details of war since the Second World War, not to mention before that, are 
abominations and shames that are unspeakable. This work is one response to them.  It is dedicated to “the victims 
of the follies of war” because it is my view that most, if not all, of these atrocities are begun and proliferated by a 

share their purpose, suffer and die.

of troops with their collective prayers and hopes and fears, the second movement a scene of combat, the third a 
survivor’s lament, and the last is a poetic leap into the atmosphere in the aftermath.

The work is scored for solo cello and four percussionists, who play vibraphone, marimba, snare drums, bongos, 
timbales, tom-toms, timpani, bass drums, wood blocks, temple blocks, tubular bells, crotales, tam-tams, sand block, 
maracas, chains, triangles, cymbals, suspended cymbals, thunder sheet, anvil, whip, crystal glasses, glockenspiel, 

Dona nobis pacem.

                                           David Leisner
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BATTLEFIELD REQUIEM
for Solo Cello and Percussion Quartet

I. Kyrie (Gathering)
DAVID LEISNER

for the victims of the follies of war
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II. Dies Irae (Combat)
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III. Libera Me (Survivor’s Soliloquy)
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IV. Lux Aeterna (In the Air)
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