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The Maurice River Press Robert Russell Bennett Project
This series is devoted to Bennett’s unpublished works, undertaken with the permission of his estate, administered by 

his grandson, Kean MacDonald. We are grateful for the always supportive and cheerfully given aid of the Bennett scholar 
George Ferencz of the University of Wisconsin–Whitewater, and to the music librarian Gregory MacAyeal of the Music 
Library at Northwestern University, who at all times carefully and expertly aided in the procuring of the various Bennett 
manuscripts, some from the 1920s needing restoration before being turned over to us.

The Editors
Janet Schlein Somers

Paul Mack Somers (b. 1942) studied composition with Warren Benson and George Andrix at Ithaca College Conservatory, 

vocal, choral, chamber, and orchestral music. His music has been performed in Lincoln Center, Weill Hall in Carnegie 
Hall, and Ars Vitalis.

Cousteau Center for Estuarine Research for a young audience work related to the ecology of the Delaware Bay. He has also 

(MRP1502). He and his wife Janet live along the Maurice River near Mauricetown, New Jersey.

Robert Russell Bennett
Chamber Music

STRING QUARTET
(1956)

Program Notes
The String Quartet

In 1937 Bennett became a member of the Bohemians, within a month a board member, and not long after, the vice-

in memory of Grunwald is a testament to that man’s high reputation and Bennett’s deep appreciation for his decades in the 
service of music.

viola,who,simply put, is considered to be one of the greatest violists of the 20thcentury; andBenar Heifetz, violoncello,principal 

after the intermission.
Editors’ notes

The manuscript available for editing this work is an Ozalid in mirror image. It was transcribed by holding each page 
to a bright light, usually the sun, and reading through it.

Movement 3, measures 227 and 229: the violins 1 and 2 and ‘cello parts had simple double-stop half notes in the 

Nicholas Hopkins. Much thanks to both.
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Duration: c. 19'05"

  Con brio, moderato in tempo q = 108
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  Andante alla serenata q = 92
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Rondo: Allegro con ritmo h = 112
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