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Co-commissioners of PAS DE TROIS
for the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio

Linton Chamber Music, Cincinnati, OH
Made possible by a gift from Ann and Harry Santen

The John F. Kennedy Center Abe Fortas Memorial Fund
Chamber Music Monterrey Bay, Carmel, CA
Hudson Valley Chamber Music Circle, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY

La Jolla Music Society, La Jolla, CA

PAS DE TROIS was commissioned for the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio in celebration
of their 40th anniversary. I had the honor and pleasure of writing a Piano Trio to mark their
10th anniversary, and that was the beginning of a long and inspiring relationship. Since
that time I've written a Double Concerto for Violin and Cello; a Triple Concerto for the Trio;
a Septet for Piano Trio and String Quartet; and a Quintet for Violin, Viola, Cello, Double
Bass, and Piano — all for my “musical family” Joseph Kalichstein, Jaime Laredo, and Sharon
Robinson.

PAS DE TROIS was designed to open a concert repeating the lengthy and intense program
that brought the Trio together at the inauguration of President Jimmy Carter in 1977.

I decided to model this shorter work on the ballet tradition of Pas de Trois. In the 1st
movement (Entrée), the trio bounds onto the stage and engages in various interactions. The
2nd movement (Variata e Coda) gives each of the three a solo turn, followed by an ensemble
conclusion.

PAS DE TROIS was commissioned by the consortium of presenters listed above; it was
written with great admiration and affection for the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio, to
whom it is dedicated.

— Ellen Taaffe Zwilich
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for the Kalichstein, Laredo, Robinson Trio

Pas de Trois
for Violin, Cello, and Piano
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II. Variata e Coda
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