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Lauren Bernofsky’s PASSACAGLIA is in C Minor with an 8-bar recurring theme; although 
traditional in this regard, the theme’s 8 bars include irregular meter changes and modal harmony, 
and the successive variations go refreshingly far afield from the original phrase. PASSACAGLIA is 
also available for Trombone Quintet (4 Tenor, 1 Bass), and for large Brass Ensemble (4 Trumpets, 
2 Horns, 2 Tenor Trombones, 1 Bass Trombone, and 1 Tuba). 

More Music for Brass
by LauREN BERNOFSKY

The Devil’s Dermish for Trombone and Piano
This fiendishly virtuosic concert piece was written for trombonist Brian Diehl in 1994. A dermish is a 
Croatian folk dance (authentically spelled “drmes”) containing dance steps that, at times, go “against the 
grain” of the music. THE DEVIL’S DERMISH has two main types of music, one in the lower range of the 
instrument, with quick, tongued notes, and the other a “limping” waltz in 5/8 time, more scalar and legato, 
exploring the higher ranges and allowing for expressive use of tone color and vibrato. The cadenza-like 
section employs techniques such as harmonic glissandi in one slide position, and multiphonics (singing 
one note while playing another).

Two Latin Dances for Trombone and Piano
Commissioned by the celebrated trombonist Natalie Mannix, TWO LATIN DANCES is a beautifully 
evocative and sizzling work based on Bossa Nova and Tango rhythms. While at first sounding as two distinct 
movements, the characteristic dances gradually intertwine to create a uniquely integrated whole. Natalie 
Mannix introduced TWO LATIN DANCES at the 2016 International Trombone Festival and has recorded 
the work on her CD Breaking Ground: A Celebration of  Women Composers.

The Duxbury Fanfare for Brass Quintet
THE DUXBURY FANFARE was commissioned by the South Shore Conservatory in commemoration of 
the first anniversary of the Ellison Center for the Arts in Duxbury, Massachusetts. The 3-minute fanfare is 
staid yet exhilarating, full of life from beautiful sonorities and exciting rhythms. Appropriate for concerts 
as well as special events!

Saltarello for  Trumpet and Piano

Mesoamerican Suite for Trumpet, Cello, and Percussion
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