
Sonata No. 9 for Flute and Piano
Composed in memory of his brother, Gary Schocker’s SONATA NO. 9 for Flute and Piano is 
a serious yet tender work. The four movements are marked Affettuoso, Arioso, Marziale, and 
Ondeggiando – the Italian tempo markings perhaps indicating a certain degree of formal tradition 
at the foundation of the sonata.

Selected Music for Flute and Piano 
by Gary Schocker

Old Birds (Oiseaux anciens) for Flute and Piano
The beauty and elegance of Gary Schocker’s neo-baroque inspirations, and the charming French influence 
on his language come together in this ravishing suite. Schocker’s picturesque movements are presented as: 
1. Chatty Birds (Bavards), 2. Depressed Birds (Déprimés), and 3. Happy As Finches (Gais commes les pinsons), 
while the Old Birds (composers of the  French and Italian Baroque)  watch... and occasionally tweet.

Wabi-Sabi for Flute and Piano
Wabi-Sabi is a Japanese term referring to a creative aesthetic evoked from the principles of impermanence, 
imperfection, and incompleteness, and the beauty that arises from these constraints. To an American 
composer, it’s also a fun-sounding word with a lot of phonetic bounce. Dedicated to Soshu Sen, the 14th 
President of Tea Ceremony, Schocker’s WABI-SABI uses Japanese melodic style in creating a unity of these 
seemingly opposite inspirations.

Concertino Italiano for Flute and Piano
The music of J.S. Bach has inspired many of Gary Schocker’s compositions indirectly or directly. Bach’s 
Italian Concerto (for unaccompanied harpsichord) is the starting inspiration for this three-movement work, 
though it is never actually heard as much as hinted at.

Mockingbird for Flute and Piano
Using the familiar lullaby as a starting point, Gary Schocker’s MOCKINGBIRD takes on a rustic American 
feel with syncopations throughout the melody and guitar-like figurations in the piano — yet still in Schocker’s 
distinctive approach to expanding and exploring.

A Gaspar for Flute and Piano
A beautiful chanson in the sweet key of E Major, A GASPAR is a purely melodic work enriched by dialog 
from the piano, inspired in part by a song by Reynaldo Hahn that was in turn inspired by Bach’s Air on a 
G String. The flute part is moderate in range, and any challenges would only be in maximizing expression. 
The piano part is equally moderate for intermediate performers.

Erev Shalom for Flute and Piano
Plaintive, and rich with an expressively sighing motive, EREV SHALOM (Hebrew for “eve of peace”) is a 
solemn yet sensuous poem equally appropriate for recitals, memorials, and worship services. The melodic 
line is embroidered with gentle ornamentation, remaining in a vocal style.
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