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...Program Note

Danza Alegre 1is a jaunty piece in the Spanish mood. Its combination
of gay running passages and haunting melodic moments has made it a
favorite for audiences ever since premiered by the composer with the
Goldman Band in 1960.

+..The Composer

The celebrated trumpet-cornet soloist, James (“Jimmy”) Burke, was born
in Port Jefferson, Long Island, New York, of musical parentage. His
early study began at the age of five and at seven he made his solo
debut. At the age of eleven, long considered a child prodigy, he ap-
peared in his first movie, “Stars of Tomorrow.¥

After graduating from the Ernest Williams Professional School in New
York when but nineteen, Mr. Burke was asked to become permanent solo-
ist with the Goldman Concert Band, a post he has held for many years.

Among his teachers were Ned Mahoney, the late Del Staigers, Harry
Glantz, and the late Dr. Ernest Williams, all considered the greatest
performers of their time. It wasn’t long after performing with the
Goldman Band that Mr. Burke became featured soloist with the Band of
America under the baton of Paul Lavalle. During the years 1943 to 1950,
he was first trumpet with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, and at the
same time held the position of teacher of trumpet at the Peabody Con-
servatory of Music and Conductor of the band. In 1950, he accepted the

solo chair position with the Radio City Music Hall Orchestra under
Raymond Paige.

At present, in addition to playing and composing, Mr. Burke often
serves as cliniclan, adjudicator, lecturer, and guest conductor.

...The Arranger

Erik W. G. Leidzén was born in Stockholm, Sweden. He attended school
in Copenhagen, Denmark, and later returned to his native city for
musical study at the Royal Conservatory. In 1915 he came to the United
States and has been constantly active in New York City as a teacher,
conductor, —arranger, and composer. Through his association with Dr.
Edwin Franko Goldman he became intensely interested in band music and
as a result has devoted his musical talent to the preparation of
numerous arrangements and original compositions for the modern concert
band.
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