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Magic Maze for Viola and Piano

MAGIC MAZE is the perfect title for this 8-minute adventure for viola and piano. Cycling through 
a form loosely inspired by numerical “magic squares,” the work is a chain of variations on a 12-note 
series built of perfect fourths and minor thirds. Miniature versions of various characters — march, 
canon, barcarolle, toccata, bolero, and sarabande — weave their way through the continuous 
labyrinth, all based on symmetrical patterns of pitch and rhythm that continually develop and 
return. 

More Viola Music
by Martin aMlin

Encomium for Viola and Harp 
As the title suggests, Amlin’s ENCOMIUM is an ode of praise. This 5-minute poem was commissioned 
by the viola section of the Boston Symphony Orchestra for its longtime principal violist Burton Fine, who 
premiered the work at Tanglewood with harpist Susan Miron Fine.

Kennel for Viola and Piano 
Martin Amlin’s KENNEL is a suite of seven movements, each inspired by one of the seven groups of dog 
breeds defined by the American Kennel Club. KENNEL’s music has all the charm suggested by its warm 
imagery, and all the excitement and energy that drives Amlin’s rhythmically-infused concert music.

Sonata for Viola and Piano 
SONATA for Viola and Piano was written for Patricia McCarty and premiered by her and the composer in 
1987. All three movements are unified by a recurring six-note pattern (C-E(-B(-F-G-B() used throughout 
as a basis for the repetitive harmonic plan of the Chaconne, as a nostalgic reminiscence in the Interlude, 
and as a thematic element for a mixed-meter hoedown in the Rondo.

Violetta for Viola and Piano
Composed for frequent collaborator Michelle LaCourse, VIOLETTA is a one-movement romp, starting 
with a waltz-like feel and developing the great rhythmic excitement characteristic of much of Amlin’s music.
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for Michelle LaCourse

Magic Maze
for Viola and Piano

MARTIN AMLIN

Duration: c. 8'
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