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TO IMAGINATION 
Selected Songs for Medium Voice and Piano
First known to the music world as a guitar recitalist, David Leisner turned to composing his own 
guitar repertoire, and soon expanded his work to create a rich catalog in the grand tradition of 
art songs for voice with guitar. Much beloved by singers for his poignant lyricism and powerful 
cultivation of meaningful texts, Leisner has also composed a wealth of art songs for voice with 
piano. The present collection is a selection of six songs from existing cycles for medium voice, on 
texts by Emily Dickinson, William Butler Yeats, Emily Brontë, and Elizabeth Bishop.

More Vocal Music
by

 for High Voice and Piano
This collection is a selection of six songs from existing cycles for high voice, on texts by Emily Dickinson, 
Emily Brontë, Elissa Ely, Kenneth Patchen, and Wendell Berry.

for High Voice and Guitar, High Voice and Piano, or Medium Voice and Piano

various stages of an intimate relationship, drawing from poetry by Emily Dickinson, Gene Scaramellino, 
Elissa Ely, and Emily Brontë.

Completed in 1996, FIDELITY is a cycle of 8 love songs about a long-term monogamous relationship. 
Originally written for two men, it was composed so that the tenor part could alternatively be sung 
by a soprano - the heterosexual version. The cycle follows a relationship from its tentative, doubting 

intertwining of souls. The texts are by May Swenson, Walt Whitman, Kenneth Patchen, William 
Meredith, Wendell Berry, and Leslie Marmon Silko.

(Thomas) for Baritone and String Quartet

(Lao Tzu, in German translation) for Baritone and Cello

 (Old Testament, Traditional Tewa Indian, Chuang-Tzu, Hurlbut, Tagore)
for Voice and Guitar

(Berry) for Tenor, Violin, Oboe, and Piano

(Yeats) for Medium Voice and Piano

s (Francis) for High Voice and Guitar

for Medium Voice and Guitar

(Bishop) for Medium Voice and Piano

 (Oliver) Six Songs for Tenor (or Soprano) and Guitar
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Urgently (  = 48)

Selected Songs

International Copyright Secured

for Medium Voice and Piano

© 2010, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
141-40102

EMILY DICKINSON DAVID LEISNER

Savior! I’ve No One Else to Tell
(from Confiding)

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

3

5

Sav ior!- I’ve no one

 delicately, like a butterfly

else to tell— And so I trou ble- thee. I

am the one for got- thee so— Dost thou re mem- ber-

3
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Andante energico  = 88

International Copyright Secured

A Drinking Song
(from O Love Is the Crooked Thing)

© 2011, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
A Drinking Song by William Butler Yeats is here set to music 
by permission of Michael and Anne Yeats
141-40102

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

DAVID LEISNER

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

3

5

7

Wine comes in at the mouth And

love comes in at the eye; That’s all we shall know for truth

Be fore- we grow old and die.

6
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Flowing, yet passionate  = 72

International Copyright Secured

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

The Wild Swans at Coole
(from O Love Is the Crooked Thing)

© 2011, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
 by William Butler Yeats is here 

set to music by permission of Michael and Anne Yeats
141-40102

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

DAVID LEISNER

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

4

7

The trees are in their

 legatissimo, con pedale

au tumn- beau ty,- The wood land- paths are dry;

Un der- the Oc to- ber- twi light- the wa ter- mir rors- a still

9
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Gentle (  = 60)

International Copyright Secured

DAVID LEISNEREMILY BRONTË

To Imagination
(from Confiding)

© 2010, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
141-40102

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

poco rit. a tempo

Voice

Piano

4

7

9

 legatissimo, con pedale

When wea ry- with the long day’s care,

And earth ly- change from pain to pain, And lost, and read y- to des -

pair, Thy kindvoice calls me back a gain—- O my true friend, I am not lone While thou canst

16
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Tender (  = 46)

DAVID LEISNEREMILY DICKINSON

International Copyright Secured

Ample make this Bed
(from Confiding)

© 2010, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
141-40102

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

4

8

 legatissimo

Am ple- make this Bed— Make this Bed with

Awe— In it wait till Judge ment- break Ex cel- lent

3

- and Fair.

22
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Firmly  = 60

International Copyright Secured

ELIZABETH BISHOP

Music Copyright © 2010, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
Poem Copyright 1979, 1983 by Alice Helen Methfessel
Used by arrangement with Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc.
141-40102

The Unbeliever
(from To Sleep)

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

DAVID LEISNER

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

3

6

He sleeps on the top of a mast with his
3

eyes fast closed. The sails fall a way- be-

low him like the sheets of his bed, leav ing- out in the air of the night the sleep er’s- head.

3 3 3 3 3
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