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MY LETTER TO THE WORLD
Selected Songs for High Voice and Piano
First known to the music world as a guitar recitalist, David Leisner turned to composing his own 
guitar repertoire, and soon expanded his work to create a rich catalog in the grand tradition of 
art songs for voice with guitar. Much beloved by singers for his poignant lyricism and powerful 
cultivation of meaningful texts, Leisner has also composed a wealth of art songs for voice with 
piano. The present collection is a selection of six songs from existing cycles for high voice, on texts 
by Emily Dickinson, Emily Brontë, Elissa Ely, Kenneth Patchen, and Wendell Berry.

More Vocal Music
by

 Selected Songs for Medium Voice and Piano
This collection is a selection of six songs from existing cycles for medium voice, on texts by Emily 
Dickinson, William Butler Yeats, Emily Brontë, and Elizabeth Bishop.

CONfIDINg - A Cycle of 10 Songs to Poems By Women 
for High Voice and guitar, High Voice and Piano, or Medium Voice and Piano

various stages of an intimate relationship, drawing from poetry by Emily Dickinson, Gene Scaramellino, 
Elissa Ely, and Emily Brontë.

fIDELITY for Tenor (or Soprano), Baritone, and Piano
Completed in 1996, FIDELITY is a cycle of 8 love songs about a long-term monogamous relationship. 
Originally written for two men, it was composed so that the tenor part could alternatively be sung 
by a soprano - the heterosexual version. The cycle follows a relationship from its tentative, doubting 

intertwining of souls. The texts are by May Swenson, Walt Whitman, Kenneth Patchen, William 
Meredith, Wendell Berry, and Leslie Marmon Silko.

A TIMELESS PROCESSION (Thomas) for Baritone and String Quartet

DAS WuNDEBARE WESEN (Lao Tzu, in German translation) for Baritone and Cello

fIVE SONgS Of DEVOTION (Old Testament, Traditional Tewa Indian, Chuang-Tzu, Hurlbut, Tagore)
for Voice and Guitar

Of DARkNESS AND LIgHT (Berry) for Tenor, Violin, Oboe, and Piano

O LOVE IS THE CROOkED THINg (Yeats) for Medium Voice and Piano

OuTDOOR SHADOWs (Francis) for High Voice and Guitar

THREE JAMES TATE SONgS for Medium Voice and Guitar

TO SLEEP (Bishop) for Medium Voice and Piano

WEST WIND (Oliver) Six Songs for Tenor (or Soprano) and Guitar

cover art: “Mountain Song,” by Brenda Goodman.
oil on paper, 13x21, 2017.
used by permission of the artist, www.brendagoodman.com
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for High Voice and Piano

This is my letter to the World
(from Confiding)EMILY DICKINSON

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

DAVID LEISNER

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

5

9 poco rit.

a tempo14

 legatissimo

This is my let ter- to the World That nev er- wrote to Me— The

sim ple- News that Na ture- told— With ten der- Ma jes- ty-
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With gusto, but lightly ( . = 76)
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Love and Friendship
(from Confiding)

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

5 rit. a tempo
(  = )

9

Love is like the wild rose bri- ar,-
8va

Friend ship- like the hol ly- tree— The hol ly- is dark when the rose bri ar-
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Darkly (  = 72)
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Star-Crossed
(from Confiding)

DAVID LEISNER

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

ELISSA ELY

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

4

7

rit.10
a tempo

On this far flung black

3

night, broad with black ness—-

3

each star crawls with thick

3

legato

edg es- and rig id- worms line the grav el- like grave dig- gers- in the

rain, wet and re spect- ful.-

long

my

 cresc.

throat calls and calls a mes sage-

3

long

9
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Emphatic (  = 40)
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EMILY BRONTË DAVID LEISNER

© 2010, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
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All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Faith
(from Confiding)

Voice

Piano

4

8 Poco più mosso (  = c. 52)

)
)

No cow ard- soul is mine No trem bler- in the

world’s storm trou- bled- sphere I see Heav en’s- glo ries- shine And Faith

shines e qual- arm ing- me from Fear

quiet, yet fervent

O

 sub.

legatissimo
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With delight ( . = 56)
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DAVID LEISNERKENNETH PATCHEN

O My Love the Pretty Towns
(from Fidelity)

Music Copyright © 2011, 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
Poem Copyright © 1941 by New Directions Publishing Corp.
Reprinted by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.
141-40101

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

5 (  = )

9

12

cresc.

8va

Oh my love The pret ty- towns All the blue tents of our nights to geth- er-

And the lil ies- and the birds glad in our joy The road through the

for est- Where the sur ly- wolf lived And the
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Simple, unaffected  = 40
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Music Copyright © 2019 by Merion Music, Inc.
Poem Copyright © 1985 by Wendell Berry
from Collected Poems: 1957-1982.
Reprinted by permission of Counterpoint
141-40101

WENDELL BERRY DAVID LEISNER
(Arranged by the Composer for Voice and Piano)

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

for Andrew Fuchs

The Peace of Wild Things
(from Of Darkness and Light for Tenor, Violin, Oboe and Piano)

Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

Voice

Piano

6

11

15

When des pair- in the

3

world grows in

3

me and I wake in the

3

night at the least sound in fear of what my

life and my chil

poco rubato

dren’s- lives may be, I go and lie down where the
colla voce

intimate

wood drake rests in his

3

beau ty- on the wa ter,- and the great her on- feeds.

3 3
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