
Tiny Tattoo for Orchestra

TINY TATTOO was written after the composer visited a “treetop” bistro at Big Sur, California. 
The restaurant is named Nepenthe, after an ancient Greek elixir fabled to relieve any and all 
sorrows. This spot-on-the-cliff made such an impression on Pann that musical ideas immediately 
started flowing, giving rise to the opening hook of this 5-minute orchestral work. Written as a 
gift to conductor Alastair Willis, TINY TATTOO is a highly catchy and colorful work with exciting 
percussion parts, equally suitable for advanced student orchestras, professional ensembles, and 
everything in between.

More Orchestra Music 
by Carter Pann

Slalom for Orchestra
Carter Pann’s most beloved work for wind ensemble, SLALOM was originally composed for orchestra 
and was awarded the Finalist honor in the BBC’s international Masterprize competition. SLALOM is a 
dazzling and visceral downhill sprint inspired by the composer’s runs down Steamboat Springs, with 
graphic mileposts in the score such as Scent of Pine, and On One Sky Gyrating.

Rags to Richard – Two Symphonic Dances for Clarinet and Orchestra
RAGS TO RICHARD was commissioned by the New York Youth Symphony for the legendary Richard 
Stoltzman, who recorded this concerto with the Seattle Symphony, Gerard Schwarz conducting. Its two 
rag-inspired movements are titled: 1. Terrifying Yet Marvelous (which the composer has described as a 
dark, evil slither of a dance) and 2. Fresh, innocent (which the composer has described as antidote to the 
first movement).

Mercury Concerto for Flute and Orchestra
Carter Pann’s MERCURY CONCERTO is the culmination of his great eagerness to write a work for flutist 
Christina Jennings. The 20-minute work in three movements runs the gamut of music expression and 
features a “piece within a piece.” 

Triple Trombone Concerto for 3 Trombones and Orchestra
Commissioned by trombonist John Rutherford for the Three’s Company Trombone Trio, Pann’s concerto  
is scored for string orchestra and two percussionists, leaving all the wind color to the soloists. The three 
movements are titled: I. Rutherford’s Rag, II. Angela’s Waltz, and III. Gallop.

Deux Sejours for Orchestra

Three Secrets in Maine for String Orchestra

Two Portraits of Barcelona for Orchestra

The Dutch Stonewall for Two Pianos and String Orchestra

The Extension of My Eye - Le Tombeau d’Henri Cartier Bresson (1908-2004) 
for Piano and Orchestra
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InstrumentatIon

2 Flutes
Piccolo
2 Oboes
English Horn (F)
2 Clarinets (Bb)
Bass Clarinet (Bb)
2 Bassoons 
Contrabassoon

4 Horns (F)
3 Trumpets (C)
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

3 Percussion:

Percussion 1
small triangle, snare drum, medium cymbal, tom-tom,
cowbell (not mounted), xylophone (share with Perc. 3),
timbale (or low floor-drum), slapstick, held crash cymbals

Percussion 2
high/med./low cymbals, snare drum, small triangle,
bongos, tambourine, large tam-tam, large cabassa,
high woodblock

Percussion 3
glockenspiel, bongos, large sandblocks, slapstick,
xylophone (shared from Perc. 1)

Timpani

Harp

Strings

This set contains 1 copy of each wind, brass, and percussion part, and 8-8-5-5-5 string quantities.

Duration: c. 4½ minutes

The full score is also available separately (116-40050S).

Program notes

tiny TATTOO (2017) was written after visiting a “treetop” bistro at Big Sur, California with my wife after driving 
the entire day up from L.A. The restaurant is called “Nepenthe,” named after an ancient Greek elixir fabled to 
relieve one from any and all sorrows. This spot-on-the-cliff made such an impression on me (in my exhausted 
state) that I immediately began humming the opening minimal hook in what is now this piece. Any well-
known excerpts containted within the work are happy accidents.

tiny TATTOO was written as a gift to American conductor Alastair Willis.

— Carter Pann
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