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Daniel Strong Godfrey (b. 1949) has earned awards and commissions from the J. S. 
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the 
Fromm Music Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Bogliasco Foundation, 
the Koussevitzky Music Foundation, and the Barlow Endowment for Music Com-
position, among many others. His music has been performed by renowned soloists, 
chamber ensembles and orchestras throughout the U.S. and abroad. He is founder 
and co-director of the Seal Bay Festival of American Chamber Music (on the Maine 
coast) and is co-author of Music Since 1945, published by Schirmer Books.

Godfrey’s works have been recorded on Albany, Bridge, CRI, GM, Innova, Klavier, 
Koch, UK Light and Mark compact disks. His music is available through publishers 
Carl Fischer and G. Schirmer.

Godfrey received his graduate degrees in composition from Yale University and the 
University of Iowa. He is Professor and Chair in the Department of Music at North-
eastern University’s College of Arts, Media and Design. Prior to his appointment at 
Northeastern in August 2015, Godfrey was Professor of Music Composition, Theory 
and History at Syracuse University’s Setnor School of Music, where he also served at 
various times as Director of the School of Music, Composer-in-Residence and chair 
of Theory and Composition. He has also held guest faculty appointments in compo-
sition at the Eastman School of Music and the Indiana University School of Music.
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Program Notes

The Latin word “paginula” means “little page” or “short letter” (diminutive of “pa-
gina”). As a title, it connotes something similar to “album leaf ” or moment musical. 

I completed this work as a contribution to Boston-based Music for Food, a remark-
able organization in which Kim Kashkashian—viola professor at the New England 
Conservatory—and her many generous colleagues volunteer extraordinary, memo-
rable performances in concerts whose proceeds go entirely to combat food insecu-
rity, homelessness and domestic violence.
 
As to the music itself, this is one of those pieces of mine for which a program note 
isn’t (or in my mind, shouldn’t be) necessary. More and more, I find myself aspiring 
to a music that conveys what it’s going to convey without benefit of an accompany-
ing verbal narrative.

—Daniel S. Godfrey
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