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Fritz Kreisler (1875–1962) was celebrated as one of the 
greatest violinists of all time. His brilliant technique and rich 
tone produced a characteristic sound that was and remains 
immediately identifiable. His interpretations were marked by 
a strict fidelity to the written text; the word of the composer 
remained inviolate, for which reason contemporary 
composers, such as Edward Elgar, were eager to write pieces 
specifically for him. Kreisler’s commitment to the composer’s 
notation was inspired by his own work as a composer. 

Although his pieces are less known today, his output is large and diverse, including 
operettas, Lieder, chamber music, music for solo piano and works for violin and 
piano. Curiously, he attributed the authorship of many of these to other composers, 
such as Pugnani, Tartini and Vivaldi, and only later acknowledged that they were 
original compositions. When subjected to public criticism for these “musical hoaxes,” 
he nonchalantly observed that, “The name changes, the value remains.”

This collection features four pieces that Kreisler composed or transcribed for violin 
and piano, here transcribed for xylophone and piano. Caprice Viennois (Viennese 
Caprice) and Tambourin Chinois are original pieces that Kreisler would regularly 
feature as concert encores. Liebesfreud (Love’s Joy) is likewise an original composition 
that Kreisler initially attributed to Joseph Lannerl. The Old Refrain is a transcription 
of an excerpt from the operetta Der Opernball by Richard Heuberger. In these four 
transcriptions, the instrument changes, yet the value remains.
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