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Notes

VENI, SANCTE SPIRITUS was written so as to give younger choirs the opportunity
to sing in a Classical style usually reserved to more advanced choirs. In this piece,
Classical techniques have been used to imitate the music of composers such has
Mozart or Haydn. In this sense, the song is said to be “Classically inspired”.

Sacred music from the Classical period often used a Latin text, relatively simple
chords, accented syllables that fall on strong beats, and counterpoint. All of these
techniques are used in this song. Since accented syllables fall on strong beats, be
sure to understand how to pronounce the Latin words, and then give good emphasis
to the strong syllables, and less emphasis on the unaccented syllables.

Also, for the small amount of counterpoint that is written, the proper technique is
to bring out your part when your part is going first, and then to back off in volume
when the other part comes in. Think of a theater spotlight that can either shine on
the lower part or the upper part. The two parts need to share that spotlight, and
thereby help the audience to focus on just one part at a time.

The vocal ranges in this piece have been carefully controlled. Both soprano and
alto sections should find the range comfortable for singing. In addition, since the
piece only has two parts, learning the piece will be easier than it would be if there
were three or four parts.

The Latin translation has been written directly above the text, making it easy
for the choir to know the meaning of the words. Since the piece is in a foreign
language, but also sacred, the song would be suitable for school use or church use.

About the Composer

Dan Davison directed choirs at Ballou Junior High in Puyallup, Washington from
1979 - 2019. His responsibilities included working with mixed ensembles, tenor-
bass ensembles, treble ensembles, and jazz choir.

Dan was born in 1956 is Sacramento, California, but has lived in the greater Seattle
area since 1965. Since 1979, he has resided in Puyallup, Washington with his
wife, Cathy, who was also an educator. He attended Pacific Lutheran University
in Tacoma, Washington, where he received his Bachelor’s degree, studying music
under Maurice Skones. He continued his education with a Master’s in Music from
Western Washington University, studying with Bruce Pullan.
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Come, father of the poor.
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Come, giver of gifts.
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Wash that which is unclean.
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Water that which is dry.
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Heal that which is wounded. Bend that which is rigid.
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Bril.ee Music

BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing choral
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.

With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers:

Range appropriate — specifically for the adolescent changing voice
Moderate in length

Interesting, appealing and varied texts

Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs. The standard of
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire

to their ensembles.
BrilLee Music

Part-by-Part

A —

MP3 rehearsal and accompaniments
Go to: www .BrilLeeMusic.com

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance.

Download the following resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

» Part-dominant recordings allow your singers to sing
along with their part while hearing the other voices
in the background.

» Full chorus recordings allow your singers to see and
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

» Professional accompaniments can be used for
rehearsal or performance.
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