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Use: General
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*Difficulty: Moderate
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Notes

A funicular is a type of cable railway system which connects points along a railway 
track laid on a steep slope. The system is characterized by two counterbalanced 
carriages permanently attached to opposite ends of a haulage cable, which is 
looped over a pulley at the upper end of the track.

In 1880, this Neopolitan song was written to celebrate the opening of the first 
funicular railway on Mount Vesuvius. The song was very popular in Italy and 
abroad, so much so that, when it was published, it sold a million copies in one year. 
The original English translation describes a couple traveling up the mountainside 
and the thrill of their journey.

About the Arranger

A classical piano background that began at the age of four coupled with extensive 
choral accompanying and studies at North Texas State University led to a career 
that includes composition and arranging for choirs, piano, handbells and solo 
voice. She is a recipient multiple times of the annual ASCAP Plus Awards. Vicki 
currently writes full time, has played traditional and contemporary church services 
and tutors students of all ages in the study of the piano and composition. She was 
mentored by Dove Award winning Mark Hayes in 2002 and in 2004 achieved 
her first publication of choral anthems. In 2009, Vicki reached her first milestone 
of 100 published titles, and in 2017 she reached over 350. Vicki now resides in 
Columbia, TN.
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LUIGI DENZA (1846–1922)

Arranged by Vicki Tucker Courtney

Lyrics by

VICKI TUCKER COURTNEY

for TB Voices* with Piano

Funiculi-Funicula
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* Also available for Treble Solo Voice A Traveler’s Heart (BLB023).
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BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

• Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing
along with their part while hearing the other voices
in the background.

• Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

• Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for
rehearsal or performance.

MP3 rehearsal and accompaniments 
Go to: www.BriLeeMusic.com
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