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Notes

We love and need our friends and this song is a celebration of our friendships. As
your choir practices and presents this piece, it is my hope that they feel all the love
from those relationships and that they allow themselves to enjoy the celebration.

Here are a few suggestions to help as you rehearse:

1. Don’t push the sound out. Let it flow effortlessly. The message is simple and
easy, and the voices should sound that way too. Singers should stay in their
head voices as much as possible.

2. Sing long phrases rather than single notes in a row, and pronounce the
consonants lightly and on the front of the tongue. Otherwise, the repeated
eighth note pattern can become choppy.

3. The melody should always be prominent on the choruses. As it moves from
part to part, singers should adjust their dynamics accordingly.

4. Because of the syncopation in measures 6, 7, 8 (and all others with that pattern
in each verse), there is a tendency to emphasize the first and third notes of the
measure while “dropping” the second note. Make sure that all three notes get
the same emphasis. Otherwise, that second syllable will be lost to the listeners.

5. Most of all—have fun! This piece should put a smile on everyone’s face!

About the Composer

Karen is a self-described “tune writer.” She loves a good song, no matter the
style or the audience. Her music is known for its memorable hooks and singable
melodies. She has a heart for lyrics and loves a good turn of phrase.

Karen holds a B.S in Elementary Education, with a minor in Music, from Quachita
Baptist University. She spent many years teaching in a classroom, but her passion
has always been for writing and performing the music she loves. She began her work
in music composition by writing a series of songs for a local children’s television
show, and her love for the craft of composition has never waned. She has produced
three albums of music, for which she was both a writer and a vocalist/musician.

Karen is new to the school choral market. However, she is an established song
writer, composer, and lyricist in the sacred choral market. Her music has been sung
both in the United States and internationally, and she has received JW Pepper’s
Editor’s Choice award on multiple occasions. She is currently published with ten
different publishers.

Karen lives in the Orlando, Florida area with her husband Rex and their three
children- Adam, Kara, and Jana.
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