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Notes

Follow the Drinking Gourd recalls the perilous, night-time journey of slaves
seeking their freedom in the north during the civil war. The reference to the
“drinking gourd” is the constellation known as “the big dipper”. Those who
escaped could use these stars to guide them through the woods and fields at night.

The accompaniment was written to lend a sense of mystery about what may have
awaited these travelers in the darkness. The repetitions of the word “follow” portray
the haunting call of those who had gone before. When singing this song, strive to
express a sense of quiet mystery but never with a weak tone. The courageous
passengers of the Underground Railroad possessed an incredible strength of will
that should always be part of the performance

About the Arranger

David Hill has been composing and arranging throughout his thirty-six year career
as a a junior high choir director. He graduated with a Bachelors Degree in Music
Education from Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas and a Masters
Degree in Choral Conducting from the University of New Mexico.

Actively sought as a clinician and adjudicator, David is currently in his 18th year
as head choral director at Lake Jackson Intermediate in Lake Jackson, Texas where
his choirs have earned numerous awards at festivals and competitions. Choirs
under his direction have performed at the Texas Music Educators Association
convention and the Southwest American Choral Directors Association convention.
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