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Three Persian Folk Songs
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Performance Notes
By Lantern’s Light is a medley of Persian folk songs. The songs come from a collection for 
voice and piano by Clair Fairchild in his “Twelve Persian Folk Songs” published by Novello 
and Company, London, 1904. Fairchild’s goal was to capture the spirit and ambiance of 
Persia’s music and musicians. Fairchild took special care to preserve their authenticity by 
limiting western harmony. Such is also the case in this setting for concert band.

Special attention should be given to replicate songlike phrasing of the melodic lines and 
the rhythmic integrity and style of the accompaniment. Conductors are encouraged 
to take liberties with dynamics and articulations to help performers play expressively. 
There are many inflections that exist beyond what is printed on the page. For example, 
the reeds might subtly shape the rhythmic accompaniment in mm. 6-7, as might the 
trumpets with the melody in m. 18. In m. 23, the wind musicians other than the trumpets 
are a part of the rhythm section with the percussion. These rhythms should fit together 
nicely to create a steady cadence. The melodic statements beginning at m. 35 should 
be carefully balanced to speak evenly throughout the various voices. If an oboist is not 
available, the solo in m. 57 has been cued in the alto saxophone.

About the Composer
Michael J. Miller is a freelance composer and arranger. His music for bands and orchestras 
is performed worldwide and receives critical acclaim. Before dedicating himself to 
composition full time, Michael was a public-school band director. From 2013-2018 he 
served as the Director of Bands at Joe E. Newsome High School in Lithia, FL. Under his 
leadership, Newsome earned the Florida Bandmasters Association’s Otto Kraushaar 
award, was named the 2015 Bands of America Regional Grand Champions in Newark, 
DE, and performed in the 2016 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Michael designs for 
pageantry ensembles across the United States, including the Colts Drum and Bugle 
Corps and Synced Up Designs. Michael holds a Master of Music degree in Instrumental 
Conducting from the University of Florida and a Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from Syracuse University. Michael is a member of the Music Educators National 
Conference, the National Band Association, the World Association for Symphonic Bands 
and Ensembles, and is a brother of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. He is happily married to his 
wife and best friend, Vivian.
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Three Persian Folk Songs

MICHAEL J. MILLER

By Lantern’s Light
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers 
and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is 
dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Grade 2½
• Instrumentation uses one Flute, two Clarinets, two Trumpets, one Horn, and one Tuba
• Difficulty ranges from Grades 2 to 2½
• Second Clarinet stays below break
• Active Percussion scoring
• Limited independence of part writing
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