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Performance Notes

Alchemy is usually defined as the Medieval search for the means of transmuting base
metals, such as lead, into gold and silver. The alchemist hoped to find the mysterious
combination of words or elements to attain the goal. Our scene begins with a dramatic
invocation to the spirits of the metals, followed by a chant to empower the energy
necessary for the change. A procession of the alchemist’s apprentices is heard as they
add their presence to the effort and a final surge as the transformation is realized.
Orisit?

Careful execution of the dynamic variations within the work is essential to realize the
desired effect. A metal plate can be substituted for the break drum. The “tap on stands”
instruction in mm. 46 - 52 should be performed with a metallic beater on a metal stand.
Experiment with mechanical pencils, small screwdrivers, portions of coat hangers, etc.
Additional metallic percussion instruments could be added to enhance the effect or in
place of the music stands. Volume is not as important as timbre.

About the Composer

Gene Milford, a Senior Lecturer in Music at The University of Akron, holds degrees
from Kent State University including a Master of Arts in-Music History and a PhD in
Music Education.

A former public-school instrumental music educator with more than 30 years of
experience, his ensembles consistently received superior ratings at adjudicated events
and performed at state and national professional conferences. Dr. Milford has
served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator and presented clinic sessions
at regional and national conferences. His articles on music education have appeared
in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in Instrumental Music Education and Contributions to
Music Education.

As a composer and arranger, he has received numerous commissions, grants and awards
and has more than 150 published works for band, orchestra, choir and small ensembles.
Many of his compositions appear on state required lists. Active in numerous professional
organizations, he was the 2006 inductee to the Ohio Band Directors Hall of Fame.
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