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Performance Notes
Dating back to the 13th century, the clock tower was located in the center of a town 
and used by townspeople to hear the time through bells and chimes ringing out. There 
are clock towers all over the world and they are wonderful landmarks to towns and 
communities. This work begins and ends with the Westminster Chimes theme, which 
is used by many clocks and clock towers, including Big Ben, the famous clock tower  
in London.  

Clock Tower contains many essential musical and technical skills for a beginning-level 
band piece. The tick of the clock mechanism is imitated by pitched woodblocks, and 
the main theme is based on ascending and descending scale patterns, reinforcing note-
reading ability for the beginning student. There are layers of new countermelodies 
and contrasting sections with dynamics and legato passages, giving the students an 
opportunity to play in different musical styles. There is a low brass and woodwind 
feature and a section introducing eighth notes to the upper winds. The sound between 
the woodwinds and the brass is also important, but many woodwind passages are cued 
in the brass in case a beginning band might need extra players to help with the balance 
and blend. This gives the director the opportunity to experiment with these cues and 
add a few other instruments when needed.  

About the Composer
Richard H. Summers is a music educator, performer, conductor, arranger, and composer. 
In 2013 Richard retired from NJ public schools where he taught instrumental music for 
32 years. The last decade of his teaching career, Mr. Summers began composing and 
arranging music for his middle school bands. Encouraged by his students’ enthusiasm 
for his music, he submitted a few of his works and now has several compositions 
published with Carl Fischer. 

Mr. Summers was a woodwind musician in the West Point Band, graduated from Juilliard 
with both BM and MM degrees, and has taught all levels of instrumental music from 
elementary, middle, high school and college. As an adjunct professor from 1992 to 
2000, Richard was the concert band director and clarinet professor at Wm. Paterson 
University. For many years, Mr. Summers has been concertmaster, clarinet soloist, 
arranger, and assistant conductor of the New Jersey Wind Symphony, clarinetist with the 
Classic V Woodwind Quintet, and an adjudicator for High Note Festivals in NJ and PA.
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QUINCY C. HILLIARD
March

The Courageous Nine
Dedicated to my friend, Lawrence Sassau
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JOSEPH	COMPELLO

Amadeus	in	the	Percussion	Box
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers 
and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is 
dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Grade 1
• Instrumentation uses one part for every instrument
• Limited ranges, rhythms, and independence of parts
• Active percussion scoring
• Bass line covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument
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