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Performance Notes

Sahara is an exciting programmatic work for concert band that musically paints a picture
of a fantastical desert crossing in three contrasting sections. The first section depicts a
large caravan moving across the giant dunes. The second section describes a visit to a
palace in a mystical oasis city. The third section brings the piece to an epic close as the
caravan outruns a sandstorm to reach their final destination.

You may use a set of congas in addition to or in lieu of the dumbek part to bring out
that pitched drum sound. At m. 4, emphasize the accented quarter notes in the horns
and euphonium. In mm. 17-26, make sure that the sixteenth-note marimba part is heard
clearly. In‘mm. 48-92, this entire middle section may be played in a rubato style at the
director’s discretion to achieve maximum musical expression. Be sure to emphasize
the crescendo-decrescendo dynamics in this entire section. In mm. 56-61, be sure that
the syncopated flute and clarinet parts are heard clearly. and the flute and oboe are
heard as well.in mm. 76-81. The descending eighth notes in the bass clarinet and tuba
part should be brought out.in mm:. 76-81. In mm. 109-112, make sure to bring out the
trills in the flute and oboe parts and sustain them all the way through the measure with
a release immediately on beat 1 of the following measure. And finally, mm. 125-126,
emphasize the F hornand alto saxophone parts.

About the Composer

Patrick Glenn Harper (b. 1977) is a music educator, arranger, and composer of
instrumental music for marching band, concert band, percussion ensemble, jazz band,
and chamber ensembles. His compositions have been performed by high school and
college ensembles, military service bands, and community groups all over the world.
Patrick has also composed professionally for multimedia applications, promotional
videos, apps, and video games. He is an educator in the Huntsville, Alabama area, where
he has served as a high school band director for over 18 years. He lives in Meridianville,
Alabama with his wife Kendra, and their two children, Hadley and Deacon.
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