
Ranges:

Language: English
Use: Holiday
Time: Approx. 2:07
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Arranger's Notes

History:
Deck the Halls is a traditional Welsh Carol and dates back to the sixteenth century, 
while the English lyrics were written in 1862 by Thomas Oliphant, a Scottish 
musician.

The Twelve Days of Christmas is a traditional English Carol. The origination of 
this song is unknown, but it is thought to have been based upon a children’s game. 
Several variations of lyrics and melodies exist before the current well known 
version which was standardized by composer Frederic Austin. His arrangement 
was published in 1909. This popular carol is sung all over the world and has been 
recorded countless times.

Performance:
The combination of these two Carols produces a wonderful audience pleaser 
and concert opener. All of the tempo and articulation alterations, such as the free 
section at m. 42 and “five gold rings” at m. 60, should be exaggerated for a truly 
fun performance!

About the Arranger

A classical piano background that began at the age of four coupled with extensive 
choral accompanying and studies at North Texas State University led to a 
career that includes composition and arranging for choirs, piano, handbells and 
solo voice. Vicki Tucker Courtney is a recipient multiple times of the annual 
ASCAP Plus Awards. Vicki currently writes full time, has played traditional and 
contemporary church services and tutors students of all ages in the study of the 
piano and composition. She was mentored by Dove Award winning Mark Hayes in 
2002 and in 2004 achieved her first publication of choral anthems. In 2009, Vicki 
reached her first milestone of 100 published titles, and in 2017 she reached over 
350. Vicki now resides in Columbia, TN.
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