
Ranges:

Language: English
Use: Holiday
Time: Approx. 2:26
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Arranger's Notes

Written in 1864, Up on the Housetop is known as the second oldest secular 
Christmas song, with Jingle Bells being the first. It is also the first Yuletide song 
to focus primarily on Santa Claus. This popular Christmas song has been sung and 
recorded many times over the years and can be heard in many radio and television 
commercials.

Performance

This piece was set in a jazz swing or shuffle rhythm and style which means that 
the two eighth notes in a beat are treated as a quarter/eighth triplet. This gives a 
relaxed, but uplifting feel. Be sure to notice the freely sung section from mm. 31 
to 37 where the rhythm changes to straight eighth note rhythm. The swing rhythm 
immediately returns in m. 38. Enjoy!

About the Arranger

A classical piano background that began at the age of four coupled with extensive 
choral accompanying and studies at North Texas State University led to a 
career that includes composition and arranging for choirs, piano, handbells and 
solo voice. Vicki Tucker Courtney is a recipient multiple times of the annual 
ASCAP Plus Awards. Vicki currently writes full time, has played traditional and 
contemporary church services and tutors students of all ages in the study of the 
piano and composition. She was mentored by Dove Award winning Mark Hayes in 
2002 and in 2004 achieved her first publication of choral anthems. In 2009, Vicki 
reached her first milestone of 100 published titles, and in 2017 she reached over 
350. Vicki now resides in Columbia, TN.
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for TT Voices* with Piano
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BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

• Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing
along with their part while hearing the other voices
in the background.

• Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

• Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for
rehearsal or performance.

MP3 rehearsal and accompaniments 
Go to: www.BriLeeMusic.com
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