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Performance Notes

The Night is Dark and Loud is based on the poem "The Sea is Full of Wandering
Foam" by William Ernest Henley, which tells the tale of an old man’s regret.
Wistfully thinking back to better times in life, he sadly comes to the realization that
the brightest part of life is behind him, and every night is filled with restlessness.

Courage tells the tale of a young man who longs to travel and see the world,
cutting ties with everything and everyone in his life without saying goodbye.
Unfortunately, he does not have the courage to fulfill his dreams.

In Reflections of Young and Old for Emerging Tenor/Bass Choir, both pieces are
excellent for introducing new concepts to beginning students. With many repetitive
sections, The Night is Dark and Loud will let your students experience a minor key,
accessible two-part singing, some altered tones, and the 2 time signature.

Courage, which can be performed unison, introduces altered tones, contains easy
polyphonic harmonies (if performed in two parts), and includes an optional three
part chord at the end of the piece.

About the Composer

Noah Reese has taught middle school for over ten years.” He began singing and
playing the piano at an early age and started composing music in high school. He
has composed four pieces for the Texas middle school UIL Concert and Sight-
Reading contest published through RBC music.

Noah earned his B.A. in Music Education from Bloomsburg University in
Bloomsburg, PA. He enjoys teaching, composing and singing with the Texas
Master Chorale.
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1. The Night Is Dark and Loud
for TT Voices with Piano

WILLIAM ERNEST HENLEY NOAH REESE
(1849-1903)
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2. Courage
for T(T) Voices with Piano*

Moderato (J =c. 108)

o

-
=

0
P 4

) /]
e 3

Tenor 1

Tenor 2 (opt.)

oJ
8

O

0

where o-cean meets the sky.

see

how I’d like to

o ®” o

e
e

hdl O/

7

Leave

say good-bye.

and not

ev-‘rything be - hind

ANV
)
8

LO

&

hdl CH)J
V4

rax

*If performing unison, sing the Tenor 2 part in mm. 5-8 and 37-39, as well as cued notes at the end of the piece.
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