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Performance Notes

Beginning with an ominous ostinato from the choir, this piece sets Stephen Crane’s
short but vivid poem describing the invasion of a fast-approaching enemy army.
A sense of dread and unease is produced by the alternating measures of g and g
and the choir’s percussive drum-like vocalizations, to which they are especially
encouraged to bring out (such as quickly closing the “m” of the word “dum”). The
chaotic “clang and clang of spear and shield, and clash and clash of hoof and heel”
is represented musically by the colliding of simple and compound subdivisions of
the beat.

About the Composer

Composer Paul David Thomas’s compositional interests range from church music
to electronic avant-garde and everything in between. In addition to composing,
Paul is an active choir accompanist and accordionist in the free improvisation
ensemble Impulse. Paul serves on the faculty at Texas Woman’s University and has
previously taught at Dallas Baptist University and the University of North Texas.
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(Dum Digga-Digga Dum)
for TB Voices with Piano and Tenor Drum*

STEPHEN CRANE (1872-1900) PAUL DAVID THOMAS
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* The part for Tenor Drum may be found on pp. 15-16.
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Tenor Drum  Black Riders Came from the Sea 15

(Dum Digga-Digga Dum)
for TB Voices with Piano and Tenor Drum

STEPHEN CRANE (1872-1900) PAUL DAVID THOMAS
Menacing (J- = 64) (3+2)
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