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Language: English
Use: General/Festival
Time: Approx. 3:57
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Notes

Dear Musician,

This choral work began as a song, yes a song, not a choral work, but a song that 
began with the title phrase "Now is the time to dream." And that phrase sat with me 
for a long while. It was then that I began the laborious work of the lyric, which all 
songwriters new and experienced understand can be difficult at times.

I began to think on people's dreams. How so many of us dream of things we want 
to do, to experience, but never do. I've had friends and family members mention 
things that are on their bucket list and soon they WERE on their bucket list. The 
time had passed. So the lyrics of "Not tomorrow but today.....for today will quickly 
fade away" came to be. I also wrote of the image of the day ending as the sun sets 
and when the day is done. We forget those dreams we dreamed. We save those 
thoughts for another day. But when we look at "our truth", whatever that may be 
for each of us, there is a fire that burns and that fire can set us free to make our 
dreams come true.

Melody and harmony usually comes more easily for me and as I write text, the 
music usually comes naturally during the process. Usually. Not always!

I always struggle for what the introduction should be and I simply wrote what I was 
doing as I wrote the text. "Close your eyes. Imagine what can be.  Feel the breeze 
of life against your skin." In other words, stop! Sit. Listen. Feel life! Focus on what 
your heart wants. What your heart needs. You will "truly start to see..."

I ended the piece with a touch of that same thought. That we continue to think and 
feel and take time to dream. But also take the time to make our dreams come true 
for "now is the time to dream."

I hope you will enjoy learning and performing this song that I've arranged into a 
choral work. I hope you will discuss your dreams, how this text fits in your own 
life, share your heart with your friends, your teacher, your family and also with 
yourself.

—Greg Gilpin

About the Composer

Originally from the “Show-Me” state of Missouri, Greg Gilpin resides in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. A graduate of Northwest Missouri State University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Vocal Music Education, K-12, Greg is a well-known, ASCAP 
award-winning choral composer and arranger with hundreds of publications to his 
credit.

In demand as a conductor for choral festivals, all-district and all-state choirs, he is 
a member of NAfME and ACDA.  At home, Greg is busy as a studio musician and 
producer in the recording industry.
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for SAB Voices* with Piano

Now Is the Time to Dream
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