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Arranger's Notes
I’ll Tell My Ma, also known as The Belle of Belfast City, is a street song from Northern Ireland. 
Best known as a children's "skipping song," the lyrics are often adapted to suit the location in 
which it is being sung. For example, there are versions of the lyrics in which the Belle comes from 
Brisbane City, London City, Dublin City and the Golden City (the latter refers to Edinburgh, 
Scotland).

The optional violin part and hand claps will add a great deal of style and energy to the 
performance of this piece. However, performing it with piano only is sufficient. The opening 
verse may be sung a cappella, if desired.

Most importantly, have fun learning and performing this up-tempo, folk tune arrangement!

—JB

About the Arranger
Jimmy Baas is a recently retired music educator in the state of Texas. He previously taught 
middle school and high school choir in Central and North Texas. He has been a professional 
accompanist for several middle school and high school honor choruses in the state of Texas, 
reading sessions for Texas Choral Directors Association, All-State Choir sectionals, a two-time 
accompanist for the Texas All-State’s Men’s Choir, and several musical theater productions over 
the years. 

As a composer, he has music in the catalogs of Carl Fischer/BriLee Music, Colla Voce, Chorister’s 
Guild, and   Walton Music.   He is also a regular composer for the Texas UIL Sight Reading 
Contest for Choirs through the RBC Music/Wingert-Jones Library.  

Baas received a Bachelor’s of Music Education from McNeese State University, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana in 1988. He received a Master’s of Music Education from Lamar University, Beaumont, 
TX in 1990.

2

CM9759

For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Allegro h = 120

Allegro h = 120

* Also available for SSA Voices (CM9431).

** The part for optional Violin may be found on pp. 19-20.
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Irish Folk Song

Arranged by Jimmy Baas

I’ll Tell My Ma

for SAB Voices* with Piano and Optional Violin**
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Allegro h = 120

Violin

I’ll Tell My Ma

Irish Folk Song

Arranged by Jimmy Baas

for SAB Voices with Piano with Optional Violin
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