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Arranger's Notes
From the soft beginning to the rollicking final climax, this arrangement of I Saw Three Ships 
should be sung with an excited intensity that gradually builds as the piece progresses. The choir’s 
tone should remain light and bouncy to mimic the playfulness of the dance-like melody found 
in the piano and optional flute parts. Feel free to play with the dynamic level of the held notes 
based on your choir’s ability level to add contrast and interest.

About the Arranger
Composer Paul David Thomas’s compositional interests range from church music to electronic 
avant-garde and everything in between. In addition to composing, Paul is an active choir 
accompanist and accordionist in the free improvisation ensemble Impulse. Paul serves on the 
faculty at Texas Woman’s University and has previously taught at Dallas Baptist University and 
the University of North Texas.
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I Saw Three Ships

for SATB Voices* with Piano, Optional Flute and Percussion**

Traditional Christmas Carol

Arranged by Paul David Thomas
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* Also available for Three-Part Mixed Voices (BL1143), TB Voices (BL1011) and SA Voices (BL1106).

**Parts for Flute and Frame Drum may be found on pp. 15 and 16.
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