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Arranger's Notes

A Wee Deoch an Doris is a Scottish drinking song made famous by Sir Harry Lauder. When
Scotts would head home from work, they would stop at the bar to have a drink. “A wee deoch
an doris” translates to “a small drink at the door,” meaning, it would be such a quick drink that
they wouldn’t even go into the bar, rather just a drink at the door.

“It’s a braw, bricht, moonlicht night” is a tongue twister. The idea being, if you can still say this
phrase to the bartender, you are good to have another drink. If you can’t, it’s time to go home
to your wife.

Translations

land and clime = land and climate

forgather = are gathered

aye = always

good nicht = good night

a wee deoch an doris = a last drink at the door, the last drink before we part
a wee drap that’s a’ = a small drop that’s all

gang awa’ = go away

but and ben = a two-roomed cottage

ye ah = you all

braw bricht moonlicht nicht = it’s a lovely bright moonlit night

aricht ye ken = alright you know (you are alright to have another drink)
skirlin = squealing or wailing

Note to director: Feel free to experiment singing in other closely related keys (Bb, B, C#, D) to
suit the needs of your ensemble.

About the Arranger

Michael Zook (b. 1980) is a high school choir director in Austin, Texas. He began singing at
Kingwood HS under the direction of Keith Dixon and continued his music education studies at
Texas Tech University, singing under the direction of Dr. Kenneth Davis and Dr. John Dickson.
Michael also holds a degree in Administrative Leadership from Concordia University in Austin,
Texas.

Mr. Zook’s choirs have been invited to perform at TMEA in San Antonio, Southwest ACDA in
Kansas City and National ACDA in Kansas City, MO. He is a member of TMEA, TCDA, ACDA
and Phi Mu Alpha. Michael lives in North Austin with his husband Daniel.
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