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Performance Notes
Perseverance embodies the personal challenge and ultimate victory of staying strong 
in the midst of struggle and hardship. The piece is full of rhythmic energy and musical 
intensity, giving each section of the orchestra plenty of opportunities to shine. First 
violins also get to take things to the next level with string crossing patterns that sound 
really flashy, as well as some third position. Written with the intermediate-advanced 
orchestra in mind, this piece will excite performers and audiences alike.

About the Composer
Cooper Ford is a music educator, composer, and conductor. He began learning the violin 
and trumpet at a young age in the school music program in his hometown of Chatham, 
New Jersey. During that time, he was encouraged by his teachers to explore his interest 
in composition, culminating in the performance of one of his string orchestra pieces, 
“Ballad and Inferno,” during his senior year of high school. Since then, he has continued 
to write for a variety of ensembles, focusing on string and full orchestra. He is a winner 
of the ASTA/NJ Composer Competition with “Scenes from an Unwritten Tale,” which was 
performed by Sinfonia from The New Jersey Youth Symphony.

Cooper received his Bachelor of Music in Music Education from The College of New Jersey 
and Master of Music in Music Education from the University of Florida. He is currently 
the Orchestra Director at North Brunswick Township High School in North Brunswick, 
New Jersey, where he also teaches classes in Music Production. Previously, he was on the 
conducting staff of the New Jersey Youth Symphony, working primarily with students in 
grades 5-7. He is a member of the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) and the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME).
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Music for
String Orchestra

Carl Fischer’s Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality 
repertoire for ensemble grade levels ½ to 4½. The music in each grade has 
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will 
only use the technical demands for that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and 
genres designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs. Carl 
Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in 
the business. Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study. 
It is crafted to bring out the very best sound from students.
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