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Performance Notes
This piece, written in  time throughout, evokes visions of dancing figures, their faces 
unrecognizable in the shadows created from the play of light at dusk. Moving from D 
minor to E minor, the eerie keys and accidentals provide intriguing effects. Teachable 
moments abound for low first finger on A and E and some high third finger in the upper 
strings, augmented intervals and extended patterns in all instruments, as well as slurs 
and hooked bowings. This piece can be performed any time of the year, or as an autumn 
or Halloween feature.

About the Composer
Susan Day earned music degrees from Ithaca College and Columbia University. She 
was Colorado ASTA Teacher of the Year in 2000 and winner of the 1997 National ASTA 
Composition Contest for her string bass duet, “Bass-ic Blues for Two,” recorded by 
Gary Karr.

Susan Day’s award-winning school orchestras were selected to perform seven times 
at state and national conventions. Her compositions have been performed by youth 
orchestras at MENC and CMEA national and state conventions, The Midwest Clinic, music 
camps, youth symphony concerts, district festivals, and state contests.

Susan Day was the winner of the 2006 Texas Orchestra Directors Association (TODA) 
Composition Contest for her piece “Tango d’Amour” and also the 2008 winner of the 
Merle J. Isaac Composition Contest for her piece “Shores of Ireland.” She was the winner 
of the 2011 TODA Composition Contest for her piece “Tango Mysterioso.” In July 2015, 
Susan Day was Composer-in-Residence at the Ohio State University Summer String 
Teacher Workshop.

Susan Day was inducted into the Colorado Music Educators Association (CMEA) Hall of 
Fame in January, 2008.
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Dance of the Shadows
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Legends of Courage
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Music for
String Orchestra

Carl Fischer’s Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality 
repertoire for ensemble grade levels ½ to 4½. The music in each grade has 
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will 
only use the technical demands for that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and 
genres designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs. Carl 
Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in 
the business. Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study. 
It is crafted to bring out the very best sound from students.
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