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Arranger's Notes
“Fossils and Finale” combines two of the better-known movements from the humorous 
Carnival of the Animals. This  fourteen-movement suite by Camille Saint-Saëns featured 
musical depictions of animals such as “The Swan” and “The Elephant,” and was written 
for a private performance with young students in mind. While the composer didn’t 
feel it was serious enough to be performed during his lifetime, it has since gone on to 
become a beloved classical-musical favorite. In this arrangement, the quirky Fossils with 
optional xylophone is written to be more accessible for intermediate students, segueing 
seamlessly into the circus-like Finale. Both movements feature bright, fun melodies 
within playable ranges and keys for the developing ensemble and the original piano part 
integrated into the string parts.

About the Arranger
Todd Parrish (b. 1971) has taught public school orchestra at all levels for over 20 years 
in Illinois, Virginia and Florida. His ensembles have performed at many outstanding 
venues, including Atlanta Symphony Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Carnegie Hall. He 
currently teaches high school orchestra and music theory in Winter Park, Florida.

Mr. Parrish received a Bachelor of Music Education from ORU in Tulsa, Oklahoma where 
he studied violin, piano, and string pedagogy. He received a Master of Music in orchestral 
conducting from the University of Arizona in Tucson, where he studied conducting with 
Jindong Cai, string quartet with cellist Nancy Green, and violin with Bonnie Terry. He has 
also studied conducting at workshops with many leading teachers in Colorado, South 
Carolina, Maine, and Aix-en-Provence, France.

Mr. Parrish arranges classical music for school orchestras and writes original compositions 
for all levels. In 2018, he became an orchestra editor for Carl Fischer Music in New 
York City. He has lead new music reading session clinics at music conferences around 
the country along with workshops on how to prepare music for publication. Contact: 
toddparrishcomposer@gmail.com
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from The Carnival of the Animals
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Music for
String Orchestra

Carl Fischer’s Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality 
repertoire for ensemble grade levels ½ to 4½. The music in each grade has 
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will 
only use the technical demands for that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and 
genres designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs. Carl 
Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in 
the business. Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study. 
It is crafted to bring out the very best sound from students.
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