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About the Composition
From the call of the open seas to the wistful dance section, this piece will open the 
imagination of your students and audiences. Very playable by young bands, the 
piece features a short opening ostinato that develops into a tone cluster and leads 
to the ominous sounds of the brass and percussion, which depict the slow lumbering 
ship on the dangerous, open waters. After a quickly-paced melody in the low register 
for the clarinets, the piece gives way to an exciting tutti section that features horns 
and saxes on an answering countermelody.

The second section is a dance that starts with low reeds and a flute solo, but develops 
into a full band Spanish sounding dance, with melody in many different places. The 
recap is a reverse of the beginning section and again loosely represents the danger 
of life on the high seas.

The short ostinato that is used at the beginning and in some transitional moments is 
based on the beginning notes of Irish Tune from County Derry, a favorite of J. C. Sykes, 
who this piece honors. Mr. Sykes gave a lifetime to teaching music to band students 
in North Carolina. The first four notes in clarinet 1, the first four in flute 1 and the first 
four in clarinet 2 make up the first phrase from that beautiful melody. Just something 
to get students thinking about composition in a new way!

About the Composer
Ed Kiefer graduated from Wake Forest University with honors in 1976. He received his 
Masters in Music Education in 1990 from the University of Greensboro. He served as 
the Director of Bands at East Davidson High School in Thomasville, NC for 28 years 
and as Director of Instrumental Music at Pfeiffer University for 6 years. Ed adjudicates 
regularly in marching, concert and jazz festivals and has adjudicated festivals all 
across the country, including eight guest performances at state conventions. He has 
served as clinician for jazz and wind ensembles for many county, district and state 
events, including North Carolina All-State, honor clinics in 12 different states and 
regularly adjudicates the South Carolina state jazz festival. Kiefer was awarded the 
Jaycees Young Educator of the Year Award in1994 and has been recognized by his 
fellow band directors in the Central District with the Award of Excellence.

In the fall of 2016, Ed was voted in to the North Carolina Band Director’s Hall of Fame 
by his collegues. 

Kiefer served on the committee that began the NAfME Mentoring program and 
continues to work with young directors as part the program. He travels to band rooms 
to help directors all over North Carolina, working as a clinician at concert band and 
jazz ensemble rehearsals. Ed has served on the Board of Directors for the Central and 
Northwest District Bandmasters, the marching Band Committee, headed the Solo 
and Ensemble Festival for Central and Northwest District for 15 years, and founded 
and organized the Eastside Jazz Festival in Thomasville, NC.
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Crash Cymbal)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band
• Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns, 

and three Trombone parts
• Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5
• Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Use of expanded Percussion writing
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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