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About the Work
In the spring of 2008 a large number of wildfires plagued the west coast, including the 
area where my wife and I lived in northern California . Firefighters all along the West 
Coast worked overtime in what seemed like an endless battle to protect residents and 
their homes . After hearing of a number of firefighters who had lost their lives in the 
struggle, I composed this work as a dedication to them, in honor of their sacrifice . It is 
not dedicated to any one person or group, or even just to the west-coast firefighters who 
battled those horrible wildfires; instead, to all firefighters who have given their lives in 
the line of duty .

Although designed as a standalone work, I highly recommend following this composition 
with one of the many fine band settings of Amazing Grace, as it is commonly performed 
at firefighter memorials . The one by Frank Ticheli is superb, and if you have access to a 
good piper there is an excellent version by Jay Dawson which features a solo verse for 
bagpipe; both are quite stirring .

Performance Notes
•	   The sustained slower tempo may prove a challenge for some groups; as always, 

emphasize subdivision .
•	   Cues should be used only if necessary due to limited instrumentation .
•	   The clarinet and cup-muted trumpets at m . 39 should be very sostenuto (almost 

“organ-like”); be careful to stagger breathe .
•	   The tempo change at m . 55 should not be much of a challenge, but many groups 

may tend to slow back down to the original tempo by m . 59; the timpani player 
can greatly assist in avoiding this problem .

•	   The coda at m . 82 may be taken more slowly than the indicated tempo if your 
solo flutist can manage the lengthy sustained notes .

About the Composer
Jeremy S . Martin is the Staff Composer & Arranger for the USAF Band of Mid-America 
at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois . An Alabama native, Martin completed his Bachelor of 
Music degree at Tennessee Technological University, where he studied composition 
with Robert Jager and conducting with Joseph Hermann . He later completed a Master’s 
in Wind Conducting from the University of Alabama, where he studied conducting with 
Kenneth Ozzello .

Before joining the Air Force in 2000, Martin taught middle-school and high-school bands 
in Tennessee . He has written extensively for bands nationwide and has appeared as a 
guest conductor and clinician for bands throughout the United States . He is a member 
of ASCAP, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, and the Music Educators’ National Conference 
(MENC), and is likely the only person to ever admit that he has played “principal  
contrabass clarinet .”
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Carl Fischer Music for Concert band has six performance levels to provide highly focused 
repertoire for each band. Every level has been carefully designed and graded, within specific 
guidelines, so that each piece within a grade will be appropriate for the development of 
bands of that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band – Grade 4
• Standard concert band instrumentation
• Difficulty within reason for high school groups
• Unusual instruments cross-cued
• Expanded Percussion section, increased instrument options
• Mature pieces of high musical value
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